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The following Diſcourſe was originally printed 
for the uſe of the Author's Pariſhioners, and only 
the ſubſtance of it delivered from the pulpit, at 
an anniverſary meeting of two Friendly Societies 
of poor tradeſmen and day-labourers at Sunbury, 
inſtituted for their mutual ſupport in caſes of ſick- 
neſs, accident, or old age. 


In the Eſſay, many of the cauſes, which have 
combined to depreſs the underſtandings, and in- 
creaſe the miſeries of the lower claſſes of ſociety, 
are ſtated Proper means of inſtruction, im- 
provement, and relief, ſuggeſted The bene- 
ficial effects of the Friendly Societies at Sunbury 
in reducing the poor-rates, and the importance 
of ſuch ſocieties to the public, as the means of 
preventing poverty, elucidated, With obſerva- 
tions on Female Benefit-Clubs. 
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ON THE PRINCIPLES, THE TEMPER, 


AND 
DUTIES OF CHRISTIANS. 


2 N 


PHILIPPIANS, i. 27. 


Only let your converſation be as becometh the 
Goſpel of Chrift 


Tak Goſpel of Chriſt has produced a very 
wonderful change in the condition and ſenti- 
ments of every nation, where its ſacred truths 
have been received. It has given the moſt 


ſublime views of God and his Providence, of 


human nature, and of a future ſtate. It has 
made known what we are to believe con- 
cerning the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, in the ſtupendous work of man's re- 
demption. It has revealed this momentous 

A 3 truth, 
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C 6-3 
truth, that “eternal life is the gift of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ It has ex- 
hibited the moſt aſtoniſhing diſplay of the 
Divine goodneſs, in raiſing a whole race of 
intelligent beings from a ſtate of ignorance 
and vice, and in conducting them, if it be 
not their own fault, through a ſcene of trial 
and moral diſcipline, to the higheſt degree of 
improvement and felicity, of which their na- 
ture is ſuſceptible. To this great end, it has 
taught us, in the plaineſt manner, the im- 
portant duties we owe to God, to our neigh- 
bour, and to ourſelves, It has commanded 
us to love and fear God, to worthip and ſerve 
him with a pure and pious heart ; to culti- 
vate juſtice and benevolence to our neigh- 
bour, and ſobriety and temperance with re- 
gard to ourſelves, It has impreſſed this 
awful truth, that the diſpoſition of the mind 
is what God principally regards; and it has 
informed us, that his Holy Spirit will in- 
fluence our minds, and co-operate with our 
ſincere endeavours in the diſcharge of our 
duty, and in enabling us to act according to 
the great principles of our religion, It has 


ſhewn us the efficacy of repentance, and on 
what 
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what terms we may obtain the remiſſion of 
ſins, It has alſo given us ſome important 
diſcoveries of the condition of good and bad 
men in a future ſtate, and points out the in- 
timate relation which this life bears to the 
next. In a word, the Goſpel records the 
birth, the life, the miracles, the death, and 
reſurrection, the doctrines and precepts, of 
the Son of God; aud it contains that Divine 
ſyſtem of religion revealed in the New Teſ- 
tament, which has been, and, we doubt not, 
will continue to be, the means of beſtowing 
virtue and happineſs on millions of our fel - 
low- creatures. 


Theſe are ſome of the leading. do&rines 
of Chriſtianity, which have a tendency to in- 
creaſe every real and genuine enjoyment of 
proſperity, and can hardly fail to animate 
the virtuous heart, and ſupport it amidſt 
the various afflictions incident to human na- 
ture. And, in endeavouring to illuſtrate the 
exhortation of the Apoſtle, and in applying 
it to the purpoſe of our preſent meeting, we 
ſhall have occaſion to take notice of, and in- 
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culcate ſome of the beneyolent precepts which 
it enjoins. 


The text requires that you ſhould be ac- 
tuated in your perſonal deportment, and in 
your intercourſe with ſociety, by the precepts 
and laws of Chriſtianity, and neceſſarily di- 
rects us to the conſideration of its practical 
truths. - Only let your converſation be as 


* becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt *.“ 


Now, 


Only behave worthy of the Goſpel of Chrifl. Hoxiſcuec be 


Iiterally denotes, that ye behave as denizens, or freemen 


of ſome city or civil polity. The expreſſion is evidently 


borrowed from the conduct of good citizens, who act 
ſuitably to the laws of the community of which they are 
members. The fame expreſſion occurs ch. iii. 20. *'Hawy 


Jag ro TIOATTETMA ev ovp, u rape · The meaning 
of which will be beſt underſtood, by comparing it with 
what the Apoſtle ſays in the preceding verſe, where he 
ſpeaks of thoſe who ſpend their lives merely in ſenſual 
gratifications, and only mind earthly things.” But, 
as Chriſtians, * our converſation,” ſays he, Hun ro 
Toda, is in Heaven,” Our thoughts and affec- 
tions, our hopes and defires, are all directed to the at- 
tainment of future happineſs. In our ſentiments, in our 

| actions, 
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Now, to explain and recommend this duty, 
which, in the judgment of the Apoſtle, ap- 
peared ſo reaſonable and important, I ſhall, 
firſt, conſider what ought to be the rule of 
your conduct towards mankind in general: 
ſecondly, what particular duties the Goſpel 
requires of men who live in the ſame city or 
neighbourhood : thirdly, how you ought to 
behave towards thoſe who differ from you in 
religious opinions: fourthly, how you ſhould 
conduct yourſelves in your reſpective fami- 
lies: and, laſtly, I ſhall point out thoſe du- 
ties which you owe to each other, as the 
members of Friendly Societies, and ſhall ſtate 
how their intereſts may be beſt promoted. 


actions, and converſation,” we are governed by the 


Heavenly principles and laws of our religion, While 
we conduct ourſelves as inbabitants of this earth, and 
endeayour to be good and uſeful members of civil ſociety, 
we recolle& that we are immortal beings, ſubjects of 
the moral government of God, and hope, by the diſeo- 
veries and mercies which Chriſtianity affords, to be at 
laſt admitted into the ſociety of the bleſſed above“ the 
* Cuy of the living God.” Heb. xii. 22, and Xiii. 14. 
So that the text, thus far explained, opens a wide field 
of duty and enquiry : Only behave as becomes thoſe ro whom 
the Goſpel of Chrift is revealed, 

4 Theſe 
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Theſe are topics of the greateſt impor- 
tance, highly neceſſary to be enforced in times, 
u herein the benefits ariſing from ſociety ſeem 
not ſufficiently attended to; and if, in diſcuſ- 
ſing them, and in ſhewing their influence on 
your behaviour and “ converſation,” this diſ- 
courſe ſhould exceed our uſual limits, your 
patience and attention muſt. be entreated.— 
Let us, then, 


I. Conſider the principles of the Goſpel 
with regard to menkind in general. Man 
is a ſocial being; the inſtin&t of his nature 
impels him to apply to his feliow-creatures 
for protection and ſecurity, and for the en- 
dearments of friendly intercourſe. Our 
wants and our withes ſhew that we are con- 
nected by the ſacred tie of humanity. This 
law is ſo deeply impreſſed on our minds by 
the hand of our Creator, that we muſt ſtifle 
the fineſt feelings of nature, if we allow our- 
ſelves to cheriſh animoſity or envy, and are 
not inclined to juſtice and charity. Deprived 
of the comforts of ſociety, and of all in- 
tercourſe of ſentiment, what miſerable and 

forlorn 
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forlorn creatures ſhould we be! Accuſtomed 
to enjoy the bleſſings of civil and religious 
liberty, our condition would be far more 
wretched, than if we had never known the 
pleaſures of ſocial life, or the advantages of 
regular government. By ſociety, however, 
and by the influence of Chriſtianity, the 
ferocity of human nature is diminiſhed, 
and even the horrors of war and the 
rage of perſecution are mitigated, The 
manners and the laws of mankind are 
evidently ſoftened and improved; and we 
can trace a gradual advancement in ct- 
vilization “, in virtue, and in religion, 
When the Goſpel was firſt publiſhed, ſer- 
vants were ſlaves; but, under the mild and 
benevolent ſpirit of Chriſtianity, ſervitude 
has been ſo much ſoftened, and the human 
heart ſo far enlarged, that no one can mw 


* If it ſhould be thought, that this is hardly appli- 
cable to the condition'of ſuch ſocieties as conſiſt of poor 
tradeſmen and day-labourers, let it be remarked, that 
ſome of the author's hearers are friends and promoters of 
theſe excellent inſtitutions; and their education, their 
manners, and their habits, are ſo many proofs of the 
principles here adduced. 
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(3853 
be at a loſs to know, © who is his neigh« 
bour.” We all know that we have one 
common nature, and that every man 1s to be 
conſidered as our neighbour, whom we are 
able to aſſiſt. By acts of kindneſs, and by 
our endeavours to ſuppreſs vice and miſery, 
and to diffuſe virtue and happineſs among 
mankind, we reſemble the greateſt and the 
beſt of Beings ; and, according to our abili- 
ties, become © merciful, as our Father, who 
is in heaven, is merciful.” Such is the ge- 
neral principle of benevolence, which evinces 
that man is deſigned by his Maker for ſo- 
ciety, and ſhould maintain a mutual inter- 
courſe of good offices, in order that his 
« converſation may be as becometh the Goſ- 
« pel of Chriſt,” Let us, | 


II. Conſider thoſe particular duties, which 
Chriſtianity requires of men wholive in the ſame 
city or neighbourhood, Now, the law of hu- 
manity, which, you ſee, extends to the whole 
human race, will be found to operate more pow- 
erfully, when applied to thoſe who are united 
into one community, and aſſociate for mutual 
comfort and protection. Though Chriſtianity 

requires 
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requires us to venerate the rights, and to 
feel for the ſufferings, of all our fellow- crea- 
tures, yet it enjoins' a particular attachment 
to the welfare and intereſt of thoſe, with 
whom we are more intimately connected, 


either by kindred, by friendſhip, or by 


neighbourhood. Inſtead of confounding or- 
der and ſubordination, it clearly aſcertains 
the rights of every individual. In every ſta- 
tion and occupation of life, from the king on 
the throne to the peaſant in the field, there 
are certain obvious duties enjoined by our re- 
ligion; and happy would it be for every rank 
and condition of men, if they more com- 
monly produced their genuine effects! In our 
tranſactions with each other, the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity teach us to guard againſt injuſ- 
tice, violence, and fraud, and to cultivate ve- 
racity, probity, and benevolence. Men, in 


the higher ranks of ſociety, ſhould relieve diſ- 


treſs, encourage induſtry, and promote vir- 
tue and religion. On the other hand, thoſe 
who are placed by Providence in the lower 
ſtations of life ſhould be honeſt, induſtrious, 
and orderly. All ſhould be candid, peace- 
able, and kindly- affectioned one towards an- 

other. 


I 
other. By the exertion of our bodily ſtrength, 
or by the energy of our minds, we ſhould all 
endeavour to diffuſe ſocial happineſs, and ſhould 
never forget, whatever may be our circum- 
ſtances in life, That we are fellow- creatures, 
liable to the ſame wants and infirmities, chil- 
dren of the ſame Heavenly Father, and, through 
his mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, candidates for the 
ſame ſtate of eternal felicity. 

In your intercourſe with ſociety, you 
ſhould particularly attend to that evangeli- 
cal law, which cannot be too deeply en- 
graved on your hearts, and“ do lo others 
« as you would have them do to you.” For, 
if men were always actuated by this great 
and general rule of Chriſtianity, which 
is ſo important and ſo eafily underſtood, 
they would never violate the peace of ſo- 
ciety, nor bring on themſelves the reproach 
of injuſtice or inhumanity. On the contrary, 
they would feel that the firſt duty which they 
owe to others, is to do them no harm; 
and the next, to do them all the good they 
are able. Many imagine, becauſe they are 
in indigent circumſtances, that they have it 
not in their power to be charitable. But this 
is a miſtake, lu the daily commerce of lite, 


5 you 


66 
you have frequent opportunities of doing good 
to your neighbour: you may ſpeak well of 
him; you may vindicate his character if it 
has been unjuſtly defamed; you may give 
him friendly advice 3 you may comfort him 
in his afflictions; or, you may viſit and af- 
ſiſt him in ſickneſs and diſtreſs. Surely all 
theſe are charitable acts; and the pooreſt, 
as well as the moit opulent among us, can- 
not ſay that he is incapable of performing 


them. Wherever there is a real benevolence. 


of temper, various methods will daily ſuggeſt 
themſelves to you of being uſeful- to each 
other; and, by this benignity of heart, you 
will give the moſt unequivocal proof of your 
religious ſincerity: By this ſhall all men 
«know that ye are Chriſt's diſciples, if ye have 
love one to another. But among neighbours, 
and among men profeſſing Chriſtianity, this 
kind aſſiſtance is frequently withheld through 
envy, through hatred, through a ſelfiſh or 
contracted temper ; and men foſter thoſe ma- 
liznant paſſions, from which infinite miſ- 
chief continually ariſes. Let me, therefore, 
intreat you to cheriſh an habitual tenderneſs 


and ler of mind, and ſhew, by your 
conduct 
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conduct and * converſation,” that you are 
animated by that ſpirit of forgiveneſs and 
benevolence, which breathes in every page 
of the Goſpel. You will thereby be good 
neighbours, and contribute your endeavours 
to ſooth the afflictions of human life. God 
knows, the afflictions of life fall heavy upon 
all; and it is our intereſt, no leſs than our 
duty, to alleviate them as much as poſſible. 
And, if envy and ſtrife, if ill- nature and de- 
traction, if pride and diſcontent, were baniſh- 
ed from the heart, ſome of the greateſt cala» 
mities which men undergo would be removed, 
For, human miſery proceeds, not ſo much 
from (what we call) the events of fortune, 
or the pains of the body, as from the turbu- 
lence of the paſſions, and the agitations of the 
mind,—Let us, 


HI. Conſider how you ought to behave 
towards thoſe who differ from you in reli- 
gious opinions. In this imperfect ſtate, where 
mankind poſſeſs different degrees of knowledge 
and capacity, it is in vain to expect an uni- 
formity of ſentiment. Nor does religion re- 
quire it: while men do not propagate prin- 

ciples 
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eiples ſubverſive of virtue and of peace, and 
repugnant to thoſe eternal laws, which are 
imprinted on our minds by the great Author 
of order and of excellence, every man has an 
unalienable right to follow his own judg- 
ment, and, with candour and charity, to uſe 
thoſe faculties for acquiring knowledge and 
truth, which Providence has beſtowed on 
him, If we claim this privilege ourſelves, 
we ought not to refuſe it to others. Remem- 
ber then, that no differences in religious te- 
nets, ſhould ever be the cauſe of intolerance, 
or ſhould hinder you from treating other de- 
nominations of Chriſtians with candour and 
forbearance. Remember, that violent diſ- 
putes about religion, would be peculiarly 
improper among men who have not had 
the advantages of learning, and are, there- 
fore, not ſo able to inveſtigate ſome of the 
great truths, which the Goſpel has revealed. 
Guard, then, againſt all party-rancour, which 
tends only to altenate the affections of Chriſ- 
tians from one another; and be thankful, 
that you live in an age, when the rights of 
human nature are better known and main- 
tained, and in a country, where every man is 

B | allowed 
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allowed the free and unmoleſted profeſſion of 
his religion, according to the dictates of his 
conſcience. Happy had it been for mankind, 
if this moderation had always ſubſiſted in the 
Chriſtian Church ; and if all who had pro- 
feſſed Chriſtianity, had regulated their tem- 
per and « converſation” according to its li- 
beral and benevolent principles 1 We are ex- 
horted to contend earneſtly for the faith; 
but, let it ever be in the ſpirit of meekneſs, 
and of Chriſtian charity; for paſſion and in- 
tolerance, ſo far from advancing the cauſe of 
true religion, tend only to obſtruct and diſ- 


grace it.— Let us, 


IV. Confider how you ſhould behave in 
pour reſpective families, how the principles 

of the Goſpel will operate in the regulation 
of your tempers, and of your domeſtic con- 
cerns. To this ſubject you ſhould pay the 
greater attention, as many, who are regular 
in their profeſſion of religion at church, are 
ſhamefully remiſs in the duties of private life. 
Now, the firſt duty of every head of a family 
is, to promote a ſenſe of religion in his own 


houſe. Family-prayet has a tendency to 
| maintain 


2 


(C 9 ) 
maintain a ſpirit of devotion, to repreſs ani - 
moſities, to increaſe benevolence, and to im- 
prove our virtue. And, as ſo many good 
conſequences reſult from it, you ſhould not 
fail to make it a part of your daily employ- 
ment. If you allow the buſineſs of life to 
engage your whole attention; if it prevent 
you from devoting a {mall portion of your 
time, every day, to prayer to God; a period 
is faſt approaching when you will 'acknow- 
ledge, with regret, that you were too deeply 
engaged in the purſuits of this world, and 
too inattentive to the concerns of the next. 
„O come,” then, „ let us worſhip - and 
& bow down, and kneel before the Lord our 
« Maker, Worſhip him in the beauty of 
« holineſs *.“ Cultivate that elevation of 
mind, that reverence of Almighty God, 
that purity of heart, and integrity of life, 
which will ſhew the ſincerity of your reli- 


gious principles, and that your behaviour is 
e ſuch'as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt.” 


A ſzcond duty, to which, as Chriſtians, 
you muſt particularly attend, is induſtry. 


* Pſalm xcvi. . 
'D 2 Man 
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Man was never deſigned to be inactive: ſome 
are deſtined to procure their daily ſuſiſtence 
by the labour of their hands; and others, by 
the exertions of their minds. All are to be 
employed in ſome virtuous and uſeful occu- 
pation, ſuitable to their ſtation and abilities, 
You are enjoined in Scripture * to be quiet, 
and to do your own buſineſs, and to work 
« with your own hands *“ at your reſpec- 
tive employments. And, in another place, 
the Apoſtle expreſſes himſelf in ſtill ſtronger 
language: If any will not work, neither 
« ſhould he eat +,” and thereby become a bur- 
den on the induſtry of others, Now, if any 
of you were to negle& your buſineſs, and 
to ſpend your time in idleneſs or vice, the 
conſequence would be very fatal to your- 
ſelves, and to your families. But, by vir- 
tuous induſtry, and by becoming members 
of Friendly Societies, you ſhew an indepen- 
dence of ſentiment, and a principle of bene- 
volence, which you ſhould ever retain, I need 
not, therefore, expatiate on the ignominy and 
degradation of applying for parochial relief 


* x Theſſ. iv. 11. + 2 Theſſ. iii. 10. 
[ without 
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without abſolute neceſſity, nor point out to 
you, how mean and unprincipled it is in 
men to live on the property and induſtry of 
others, when, by diligence and prudence, they 
might have ſupported themſelves, and avoid- 
ed all the miſery and humiliation of a pariſh» 
maintenance, As long as you are induſtri- 
ous, and attentive to the duties of your ſta» 
tion, you will be reſpected; and, remember, 
while you are thus employed, you are fulfil» 
ling the wiſe purpoſes of Providence, and are 
promoting your eternal intereſts, even while 
you ſeem wholly engaged about the concerns 
of the preſent life, 


A duty, nearly connected with induſtry, 
and highly conſiſtent with your Chriſtian 
principles, is frugality. Unleſs men pay at- 
tention to the management of their domeſtic 
concerns, they muſt inevitably fall into diſ- 
order. And, as this will be found to be true, 
even in the ſuperior ranks of life, ſurely thoſe, 
whom I am now particularly addreſſiug, muſt 
be ſenſible, that, without ſome prudence and 
care, they may ſoon be involved in embarraſſ- 
ments and expences, from which it would 


B 3 be 


( 22 ) 
be almoſt impoſſible to extricate themſelves, 
M3ny of the poor are extremely improvident 
in the management of their ſlender property, 
and aggravate their afflictions by their want 
of œconomy and foreſight when they are 
young, and have no family to ſupport. In- 
ſtead of making any proviſion againſt acci- 
dental difficulties, they meanly depend upon 
pariſh maintenance, and unthinkingly ſquan- 
der in health, what might have ſupported 
them with comfort in ſickneſs, or in age. 
—Your prudence, therefore, and your fore- 
fight, cannot be too highly commended, for 
appropriating part of your wages for your 
mutual ſupport in caſes of accident or of ill- 
neſs, ſomewhat reſembling the cuſtom which 
prevailed among the primitive Chriſtians, of 
“ aſſiſting heir poor brethren, and diſtribut- 
„ing to every man according as his neceſſi- 
« ties required *.“ By this means, if you 
happen, at any time, to be diſabled by diſ- 
_ eaſe, or bowed down with the infirmities of 
Nature, you can apply to your Society for 
relief, and will be ſupported by a fund, 


„Adds iv. 32—35. 
which 
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which your own induſtry and ceconomy 
Have contributed to raiſe *, 


That your moral and religious conduct 
may be * ſuitable to the Goſpel,” there is 
another domeſtic virtue which muſt not be 
omitted, and that is temperance. The great 
number of public-houſes, and the diſorderly 
manner in which many of them are kept, are 
no leſs detrimental to ſociety, than deſtructive 
to religion. But, if you have any regard to 
decency and character; if you have any af- 
fection for your families, who naturally look 
up to you for protection and ſupport ; you 
will not quit the paths of ſobriety and peace, 
and leave them a helpleſs prey to miſery and 
want. By intemperance and exceſs, you im- 


It were much to be wiſhed, that thoſe, who are in 
the lower ranks of life, would all follow the ſame ex- 
ample in the ſeaſon of youth, and become members of 
Amicable Societies, formed for ſuch uſeful purpoſes. If 
theſe benevolent inſtitutions could be made general, they 
would render parochial relief unneceſſary; and would 
furniſh a far more comfortable, and more honourable, 
ſupport for the poor, than the preſent legal proviſion, 
This is ſtrikingly evinced in the following Eſſay. 
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pair your health and your underſtanding, 
you waſte your time and your ſubſtance, you 
ruin your families, and injure your morals, 
Drunkenneſs is incompatible with a Chriſ- 
tian life and . converſation ;” it is repugnant 


to that ſelf-government and purity, which 


the Goſpel requires you to cultivate, and js 
expreſſly mentioned among thoſe vices, which 
will exclude you © from the kingdom of 
« God *.“ Apainſt a habit, then, ſo perni- 


cious to your happineſs, both here and here- 


after, you can never be ſufficiently guarded, 
Avoid, therefore, as far as poſſible, the ſo- 
ciety and ** converſation'* of the idle, the 
profligate, and the drunken; and aſſociate 
with the induſtrious, the virtuous, aud the 
ſober, 


There is one duty more, deſerving parti- 
cular attention, which remains to be men- 
tioned here; it is, that of promoting mutual 
affection, and gentleneſs of manners, in your 
reſpectiye families. Of the ſad effects of 
quarrels and diſſenſions in private life, we 


* Gal, v. 2157 
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have many melancholy proofs. In the very 
firſt age of the world, and among Adam's 
own ſons, we have an awful inſtance of the 
dreadful conſequence of variance and ſtrife 
among relations. We find, that Cain en- 
tirely ſtifled his affection for his brother 
Abel; allowed the rancour of hatred and 
envy to take full poſſeſſion of his heart; and 
at laſt, with impious hands, became his aſ- 
ſaſſin. When thoſe, who are connected by 
the neareſt and deareſt ties of Nature, once 
acquire the habit of wrangling and diſputing, 
all their domeſtic comforts are at an end, 
their tempers become ſoured, their peace of 
mind is ruined ;—and thus, by their conduct 
and . converſation,” they too evidently ſhew, 
that they are not acting as becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt.” 

It was, therefore, the obſervation of the 
wiſe man, „Better is a dinner of herbs, 
« where love is, than a ſtalled ox, and 
% hatred therewith *. The moſt ſcanty 


or the moſt homely fare, accompanied 


with domeſtic harmony and peace, and 
with the love of God and virtue, 1s far 


Prov. xv. 17. 
more 
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more delicious to the taſte, and more plea» 
fing to the mind, than the moſt ſplendid 
entertainment, imbittered by diſcord and 
ftrife, by profaneneſs and vice. You cannot, 
then, be too careful to regulate your tem- 
pers; to promote ſocial affection, good-hu- 
mour, and cheerfulneſs of ** converſation” 
in your families; and to inſtil the ſame 
Chriſtian principles into the minds of your 
children. This leads me to ſome reflexions 
on their education, with a view that they 
may * behave as becometh the Goſpel,” 


Among ſome weak and ill-informed minds 
an opinion has prevailed, that the lower or- 
ders of ſociety ſhould be kept in 1gnorance, 
and ſhould not enjoy the benefit of education. 
The reaſon they aſſigu is this: The poor, 
by education, become turbulent and inatten- 
tive to their buſineſs, and make a bad uſe of 
their knowledge. Now, admitting this to be 
ſometimes the caſe, (for it is too obvious to 
be always denied,) it only ſhews, that the 
greateſt bleſſings are liable to be perverted to 
the worſt purpoſes; but it would be abſurd to 
argue from thence againſt eyery improvement 

in 
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in ſcience, in morals, and in religion. The 


truth is, it is not owing to Chriſtianity, but 
to the want of it, that ſuch grounds of com- 
plaint do ariſe. For, wherever a diffuſion of 
true Chriſtian knowledge has taken place, 
wherever its genuine principles are incul- 
cated and received, there men will be ſober, 
honeſt, induſtrious, peaceable, contented, 
and pious. But, when its duties are ne- 
glected, its ſanctions unknown, and its ob- 
ligations diſregarded, then every principle, 
hoſtile to the peace, the intereſts, and the 

happineſs of ſociety, will be diſſeminated. 
This ſhews you the importance of religious 
education, and the utility of Sunday ſchools. 
Of the utility, indeed, of theſe excellent in- 
ſtitutions I have ſo often ſpoken, and you 
now ſeem ſo fully convinced, that it will be 
unneceſſary for me to ſay much in their be- 
half. Among other advantages, you ſee that 
your children are thereby reſcued from 1g- 
norance and depravity, are inſtructed in the 
great and fundamental doctrines of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, and acquire ſettled habits of piety 
and virtue. They are accuſtomed to ſpend the 
Sunday 
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Sunday. in a proper manner, and are taught 
the moſt ſublime truths the neceſſity of li- 
ving “ ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly,” in 
this world, that they may be uſeful members 
of ſociety, and make this life a paſlage to a 
better. You know, alſo, that they are at 
a critical period, when their minds are ready 
to receive any impreſſion, and when their fu- 
ture conduct and bappineſs will, in a great 
meaſure, depend on the habits they now ac- 
quire. If pains be taken to train them up in 
the paths of innocence, virtue, and religion, 
there is reaſon to hope that, in mature age, 
they will not depart from them. But if 
they be once habituated to vice, and their 
„ converſation” be contrary to the principles 
of the Goſpel, they, probably, will never 
abandon thoſe pernicious practices, but, by 
profligacy and wickedneſs, will bring down 
your grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave.“ 
To guard againſt conſequences which are ſo 
fatal, you ſhould continue to ſend your 
children regularly to the Sunday-ſchools, 
and be thankful for the advantages thence 
derived — advantages which you did not 
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enjoy at the ſame period of your own 
lives *. 

You ſhould alſo pay great attention to 
their health and cleanlineſs +, and to 
their natural diſpoſitions as they advance: 
in life; and ſhould reſtrain in them every 
violent paſſion, and every propenſity to ill- 


nature, ſlander, and malevolence. Teach 
them, I beſeech you, to be ſober, chaſte, 


It is only doing juſtice to my Pariſhioners to men- 
tion, that, from the higheſt down to thoſe who receive 
benefit from the Sunday-ſchools, there is hardly an in- 
dividual, whe does not ſubſcribe cheerfully and liberally 
to their ſupport. And it is with ſingular pleaſure I here 
obſerve, that, at preſent, they are in a very flourithing 
condition, and that their utility begins every day to be 
more ſenſibly felt. They require, however, conſtant at- 
tention, and a degree of prudence in their management, 
far greater than is generally imagined. 

+ This regard to cleanlineſs is attended with more 
important and beneficial conſequences, than at firſt may 
be imagined. The ſtate of the body is, in general, a 
true indication of the ſtate of the mind. Rags and filth 
are the uſual ſymptoms of idleneſs, improvidence, and 
vice : whereas habitual cleanlineſs not only contributes 
to health, but leads to that ſanctity of heart, and purity 
of manners, which prepare men for a higher ſtate of ex- 
iſtence, 

and 
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and honeſt; to be attentive to their pro- 


miſes and engagements, and content with 
their ſtation. Inſpire them with a deteſta- 
tion of lying, artifice, and theft; and train 
them up to the early habits of cheerful in- 
duſtry, and to the regular practice of every 
ſocial and moral obligation. But, above all, 
endeavour-to impreſs on their young minds a 
deep ſenſe of Religion, and of the duties they 
owe to their God and Saviour. Often remind 
them, that, though their earthly maſter may 
be abſent, yet they are under the conſtant 
inſpection of their Heavenly Maſter, to whom 
we are all accountable. : | 
Theſe are very eſſential duties, which you 
ſhould not fail to inculcate as far as you are 
able; and if ſome of you can give but lit- 
tle inſtruction in the way of precept, you can 


all be uſeful in a ſtill higher degree—by ſet- 


ting them a good example. This is a duty 
peculiarly incumbent on every one who ſtands 


in the important and endearing relation of a 
parent. I muſt particularly admoniſh you, 


then, to let your general “ converſation,” and 
your whole deportment, correſpond with the 


principles of the Religion which you profeſs. 
| If 
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If you endeavour to give them good advice, 


and/a good example, you have little elſe to 
bequeath to them. Nor do they want more: 


while they enjoy the blefling of health, they 


can always maintain themſelves by their per- 
ſonal labour: and, if unavoidable afflictions 


befal them, they will, no doubt, meet with 


aſſiſtance and relief from the charitable and 
well-diſpoſed. You have, therefore, no rea- 
{on to be ſolicitous about them after they are 
grown up; in this reſpect you enjoy an ad- 
vantage over the higher claſſes of ſociety 
over thoſe whom you are apt to envy, and 
to think ſo happy. They have often great 
anxiety about their children; they are not 
always able to give them a fortune ſuited to 
their rank and expectations, nor can they 
eaſily determine what profeſſion to chooſe 
for them. Now, this is a perplexity from 
which you are exempted. Providence dii- 
penſes happineſs among the human race with 
a far more equal hand than a ſuperficial ob- 
ſerver is willing to allow. By the fimplicity 
of your lives, and the tranquillity of your bas 
bitations, you enjoy that health of body, and 
that ſerenity of mind, frequently unknown 

L, to 
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to the opulent and the great. So that, when 


you think of the comforts you want, you 
ſhould reflect alſo on the anxieties and temps 
tations from which you are free, and on the 
bleſſings, both civil and religious, which you 
enjoy. If you are attetitive to the duties of 
your humble, but important, ſtation, and 


take care that your children do not acquire 


bad habits, you will, in the decline of life, 
derive unſpeakable conſolation in reflecting, 
that you uſed your beſt endeavours to regu- 
late their paſſions, and to form their minds 
to piety and virtue; and, when the ſolemn 
period of your diſſolution draweth nigh, 
« this will be your rejoicing—The teſtimony 
« of your conſciences, that, in ſimplicity and 
% godly fincerity, not with carnal wiſdom, 
<« but with the grace of God, you have had 


your converſation in the world *. You 


will then be ſupported by God's preſence, at 
a ſeaſon moſt awful to human nature, and 
may commit your offspring to the care of 


that gracious Providence, who hath faid, 


Leave thy fatherleſs children, I will pre- 


* 2 Cor. i. 12. 
ſerve 


1 
« ſerve them alive; and let thy widows truſt 
„in me *.“ 


Having thus ſtated, at ſome length, the 
duties which you owe in your reſpective fa- 
milies, and having particularly dwelt on the 
neceſſity of attending to the education and 
behaviour of your children—a topic ſo im- 
portant in its nature, and which might be 
made ſo beneficial in its conſequences,—I 
now proceed, 1n the laſt place, 


V. To point out thoſe duties which you 
owe to one another as the members of 
Friendly Societies, and to ſhew how their 
intereſts may be beſt promoted. This is 
partly anticipated by what has been already 
advanced; 1 ſhall, however, ſuggeſt a few 
general obſervations, which, if attended to, 
may this day be uſeful to you. | 


The Pſalmiſt felt much pleaſure in ſeeing 
men live in amity and peace. Behold,” 
ſays he, how good and pleaſant it is for 
& brethren to dwell together in unity.” It 
diffuſes a ſpirit of benevolence through all 


* Jeremiah, xlix. II. 
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ranks, and unites them in one bond of mu- 
tual intereſt, and of ſocial affection. You 
will, therefore, at all times, ſtudy to live in 
harmony. and peace with your neighbours, 
cultivating a benevolent diſpoſition towards 
all, and endeavouring to diſſeminate it among 
others. Were mankind always guided in 
their conduct and © converſation” by the 
heavenly principles and motives of the Goſ- 
pel, what a change would take place in the 
world! Nation would no longer lift up 
their ſword againſt nation, neither would 
& they learn war any more *. No turbu- 
lent ſpirit would attempt to interrupt the 
peace of ſociety, or to invade the rights of in- 
dividuals. A!l the animoſities, which are oc- 
caſioned by the jarring intereſts of men, would 
be ſuppreſſed ; cheerfulneſs and contentment 
would animate every breaſt, | | 

But this, alas! is far from being the pre- 
{ent ſtate of ſociety ; and, therefore, I can- 
not too earneſtly guard you againſt thoſe bit- 
ter animoſities and civil diſſenſions, which ſo 
unhappily prevail. Without laws and ſubor- 
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dination no ſociety can long ſubſiſt. While 
the laws, or ſtanding rules, of any commu- 
nity are revered and obeyed, its affairs will 
proſper; but, when they are deſpiſed and ſub- 
verted, its intereſts will be neglected, and 
confuſion will inevitably enſue. Among 
nations, tumult and faction always lead to 
rapine and violence, to anarchy and every 
ſpecies of outrage : and many a rich and flou- 
riſhing ſociety has been entirely ruined, when 


the ſpirit of diſcord and variance has once 


prevailed among the members. The bene- 
volent Friend of man has, therefore, parti- 


cularly warned us againſt civil commotions 


and inteſtine diviſions. *©** Every kingdom, 
e divided againſt itſelf, is brought to deſola- 
« tion; and every city or houſe, divided againſt 
« itſelf, cannot ſtand *.“ 

Of the truth of this divine remark, ex- 
amples might be given from the hiſtory of 
every nation that has exiſted in the world ; 
but, without adverting to the records of an- 
tiquity, the proceedings of your own ſocie- 
ties will ſufficiently evince its importance. 


* Matthew, xii. 25. 
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When harmony and regularity ſubſiſt among 
you; when your behaviour, at all your meet- 
ings, 1s influenced by the principles, and re- 
gulated by the laws, of Chriſtianity ; then 
your ſocieties will flouriſh, and you may 
humbly hope for that bleſſing of Heaven, 
that © peace of God,“ which can alone ſecure 
your ſocial happineſs, and domeſtic tranquil- 
lity. Earneſtly, therefore, implore his ſacred 
influence to enable you to act, at all times, 
as * becometh the Goſpel;” and let me exhort 
you, in the words of the Apoſtle, and by the 
name of our Divine Maſter, to endeavour, as 
a ſociety of men and of Chriſtians, to pro- 
mote mutual forbearance and good-humour, 
and to avoid quarrels and contentions. ** I 
« beſeech you, brethren, by the name of our 
„Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the 
„ ſame thing, and that there be no diviſions 
« among you; but that ye be perfectly uni- 
ted in the ſame mind, and in the fame 
„judgment *.“ By this mutual love of 
order and peace, by this ſocial affection, and 
general good conduct, you will diſtinguiſh 


® x Cor. i. 10. 
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yourſelves from men of unchriſtian prin- 
ciples, and will ſhew, that all your works, 
aud all your views, are directed to the glory 
of God, the improvement of your nature, 
and the happineſs of ſociety. 


Such, then, is a brief view, —and ſuch as 
ſeemed more peculiarly applicable on this oc- 
calion,—of the nature, the tendency, and the 
ſpirit, of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Much more 
might be added, to diſplay the ſublimity of its 
doctrines, and the purity of its laws. And, in 
every view in which it can be conſidered, it 
muſt appear ſo admirably adapted to our na- 
ture and infirmities, ſo congenial to the hu- 
man mind, and ſo conducive to our happineſs, 
that we cannot, if we attend to its peculiar 
excellence and evidences, but be convinced 
of its Divine origin, and be deeply impreſſed 
with gratitude to the Author of ſuch a mer- 
ciful diſpenſation, 


And now, my brethren, on a review of all 
that has been ſaid, - Conſider what effect this 
religion has on your temper and conduct. It 
is by attention to theſe great duties and prin- 
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ciples, amidſt the various occupations of ac. 
tive and laborious life, that you ſhew your 
0 converſation” to be ſuch as becometh the 
*« Goſpel of Chriſt,” Profeſſing yourſelves, 
then, to be Chriſtians, have your thoughts, 
your words, and your actions, been regulated 
by Chriſtianity ? Owning yourſelves candi— 
dates for another and higher ſtate of exiſt- 
ence, have your religious principles had an 
habitual influence on your hearts and lives ? 
Have they led you, in every condition of life, 
to at conſcientiouſly, and to avoid thole vices, 
to which, from your ſituation, and natural 
temper, you were peculiarly expoſed ? Can 
you ſay, that you have revered and loved the 
God who made you, and the Saviour who re- 
deemed you ; that you have cheriſhed bene- 
volent affections towards all mankind without 
exception; and “ kept yourſelves unſpotted 
& from the world?“ Have you conſidered the 
important purpoſe for which you were cre- 
ated, and endeavoured to improve your moral 
nature? Coiiſcious, as all of us muſt be, 
of numberleſs errors and imperfections, have 
your hopes of future happineſs been founded 
on that mercy, which is molt eminently diſ- 
played 
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played in the Goſpel diſpenſation ? Have you 
prayed earneſtly, that the bleſſed influence 
of Divine Grace may enlighten your under- 
ſtandings, and enable you to improve in 
piety, in benevolence, in humility, and in all 
the other graces of the Chriſtian character? 
Have you ſhewn your parental affection, by 


guarding your children againſt vicious habits, / 


and by uſing your beſt endeavours to have 
them inſtructed in the duties of the Chriſtian 
religion? Have you frequently reflected, that 
we are now in a ſtate of probation for eter- 
nity 3; that God will make a diſtinction be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked ; and 
that the future deſtination of all good men 
will be—* to glory, honour, and immor- 
« tality?” And, iu fine, amidſt all the trials 
and afflictions of the world, have you been 
reſigned to the diſpenſations of Providence, 
thankful that you are capable of moral im- 
provement, and that every event will,” ul- 
timately, work together for your good?” 


What anſwers ſome of you can give to en- 


quiries of this ſort, God and your own con- 
{ſciences know beſt. But, alas! we can too 
C 4 eaſily 
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eaſily judge of many by their negle& of deva · 
tion, and of moral duties. When we con- 
ider the Goſpel, as it is delineated in the 
New Teſtament, and compare it with the 
lives of many, who call themſelves Chriſ- 
tians, we are ſtruck with the amazing con- 
traſt, and can hardly perceive any reſem- 
blance between them. The pleaſures and the 
Tiches of the world on the one hand, and its 
buſineſs and anxieties on the other, often 
prevent men from paying that attention ta 
the doctrines and precepts of our holy reli- 
gion, which its infinite importance deſerves, 
ln oppoſition to this conduct, let me re- 
mind you, that you are iummortal-beings, 
Six days you are allowed and enjoined to 
labour, and to procure an honeſt ſubſiſtence 
tor yourſelves and families. But the ſeventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God ; 
he hath appropriated it to religious purpoſes, 
and has forbidden us to ſpend it in worldly 
purſuits. You ſhould, therefore, come re- 
gularly to the Houſe of God for the exerciſe 
ot devotion, aud attend, with unbiaſſed minds, 
to the religious inſtruction delivered from this 
place. All ſhould then be engaged in the pub- 

lic 
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lic worſhip of Almighty God; all ſhould be 
employed in imploring his mercy and protec- 
tion. Trifling excuſes ſhould never be per- 
mitted to interfere with the important duty 
of ſocial piety ; and, if you are occaſionally 
prevented from coming to church, you ſhould 


be the more anxious to give your attendance 


at other times. By this means you will ſtill 
maintain a ſenſe of religion on your minds, 


and be ſenſible of the wiſe purpoſes, for 


which the Sabbath was inſtituted. 

The wiſdom and goodneſs of God, in ſet- 
ting apart one day in ſeven for our improve- 
ment in religion, can never be ſufficiently 
admired. Without this divine inſtitution, 


the bulk of mankind would continue in groſs 


ignorance of every moral and religious prin- 
ciple; and, probably, would enjoy little or 
no interruption from the buſineſs and toils of 
life. How careful, then, ſhould you all be, 
to avoid every encroachment on its proper 
and ſacred employments ! The Chriſtian Sab- 
bath tends to poliſh the manners, to promote 
the benevolence, and to improve the virtue and 
piety of mankind; and, by a ceſſation from 


labour and the ordinary occupations of life, it 
gives 
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gives caſe and relief, even to the brute- crea- 
tion. Aſſiſted by that ſenſe of religion, which 
you acquire in the Houſe of God, if, in the 
hour of temptation, you ſhould deviate from 
the path of duty, there is reaſon to hope that 
a principle of piety and goodneſs may reſtrain 
you, and you may be enabled, through Di— 
vine Grace, to act with propriety for the time 
to come. But, when once men withdraw 
their attendance entirely from church, when 
they neglect the ordinances of Chriſtianity, 
and deſpiſe the moſt ſolemn call to public 
devotion, the impreſſions of religion will 
wear off by degrees; and, among thoſe who 
have hardly any other opportunity of know- 
ing their duty to God and man, be aſſured, 
there 1s every reaſon to dread that, at laſt, 
they may become abandoned to profligacy 
and vice, and may commit the molt atro- 
cious crimes, Unhappy men ! Let them 
remember the awful words of Scripture : 
« They that are far from God ſhall periſh; 
but it is good for us to draw near to God.“ 
Il beſeech you, therefore, to be regular in 
the duties of public worſhip, and come hither, 
every Lord's · day, with minds elevated with 


de- 
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devotion, and open to inſtruction. You will 


find, that the pure and heavenly principles, 
which are here inculcated, afford the beſt and 


moſt ſoothing conſolation to the human mind, 


amidſt the numberleſs calamities to which we 
are expoſed. | 
Public worſhip, then, is a part, a neceſ- 


ſary and indiſpenſable part, of the duties of 


the Sunday, whatever may be your ſtation in 
life, This is not all: the duties of public 
worſhip occupy only a ſmall portion of that 
ſacred day, You ſhould, therefore, ſpend 
the remainder of it conſiſtently with your 
Chriſtian views and profeſſion. © Acquaint 
66 yourſelves with God, and be at peace *.“ 
At a diſtance from the tumult of the world, 
4% Regard the works of the Lord, and con- 
e fider the operation of his hands +.” In 
your walks, in your converſation with your 
friends, in your retirement and devotions, by 
reading religious books, and eſpecially the 
Bible, that bleſſed ſource of divine truth and 
conſolation ;—by all theſe means of reflexion 
and improvement, you may contemplate the 


* Job, xxil. 21. + Ifaiah, v. 12. 
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ſtupendous works of Creation, of Providence, 
and of Redemption. The heavens, the earth, 
and the majeſtic river that flows by us, do all 
diſplay their magnificent beauties to the poor 
as well as the rich, and thould excite in the 
heart ſentiments of piety; and, even while 
you are employed on other days in the buſi- 
neſs and duties impoſed on you by your ſta- 
tion, you may, from the wonderful cecono- 
my of Nature, exhibited in the viciſſitudes of 
the ſeaſons, and in the ſeveral productions of 
the year, raiſe your thoughts to the Almighty 
Creator and Governor of the univerſe ;—and 
thereby derive inſtruction and conſolation to 
the mind. The Sabbath was made for 
'man”—to improve thoſe faculties which are 
the chief ornament of his nature; to give 
bim time and opportunity to call off his at- 
tention and attachment from the concerns of 
this ſhort and precarious ſtate of exiſtence ; 
and to dire&t his views to that final * reſt, 
« which remaineth for the people of God *“ 

to thole ** new heavens, and that new 
„earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs Po” 


* Heb. iv. 9. + 2 Peter, iii. 13. | 


F 
Be perſuaded, then, on every Lord's- day, 


to ſuſpend your cares and your buſineſs about 
this life, and to devote it to the momentous 
concerns of religion, and of another life. 
And in the time of proſperity, and under all 
our infirmities and afflictions, let us conſole 
ourſelves with the expectation, that, when 
we ſhall no longer unite in prayer and praiſes 
to the great Author of our being here on earth, 
where our beſt ſervices are attended with many 
imperfections, —if we be actuated in our con- 
duct and“ converſation” by the principles and 
duties of the Goſpel, - we ſhall at laſt be ad- 
mitted, through the goodneſs of God, and 
the merits of our Redeemer, into that hea- 
venly Society, where our faculties will be im- 
proved, and harmony and order will for ever 
prevail; and ſhall unite with angels and arch- 
angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fet, in a far more exalted and an eternal 
Hallelujah of praiſe. Amen, 
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ON THE STATE OF THE POOR, 
AND | 


ON THE MEANS OF IMPROVING IT. 


IT is the duty of every member of the commu- 
nity, to uſe his utmoſt exertions to promote the 
happineſs of individuals and the proſperity of the 
ſtate. Whether the condition of the labouring 
poor be better than at any former period, I will 
not take upon me to decide; but, certainly, it is 
not ſuch as could be wiſhed, on the principles, 
either of humanity, or of ſound policy. It will 
{till admit of confiderable improvement, and be 


capable of receiving great alleviation, under the 


many trials and difficulties, which, in the com- 
mon and neceſſary courſe of human life, do, and 
indeed muſt, preſs upon the lower orders of ſo- 


ciety, as well as upon every other. Different 


cauſes, no doubt, contribute to their diſtreſs, 
and to the prevalence of 1gnorance and vice 
among them; and various methods of improving 
their condition, and of reforming their morals, 
may be ſuggeſted. Of theſe caules and remedies, 

Iwill 
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I will briefly ſtate ſome, which are very obvious, 
and deſerve to be conſidered with minute at- 


tention *, 


FT. One cauſe of diſtreſs among the poor is 
generally attributed to the advanced price of the 
neceſſaries of life. The fat, however, of the 
reward of agricultural labour not having riſen in 
proportion to the price of proviſions, is partially, 
but not generally, true 1. And, it ſhould be 
obſerved, that the burden of poor- rates, and of 
other parochial and public taxes, has been very 
heavily increaſed upon every other claſs of ſo- 
ciety.— It may, allo, be proper to remark the 
impolicy of regulating the price of labour. It 


It would be too arduous a taſk for the Author, and would 
far exceed the limits of his plan, either to trace, through 
their various bearings and dependencies, all the cauſes which 
have combined to depreſs the intellects, and add to the miſeries, 
of the inferior claſſes of ſociety; or to enumerate all the plans 
which have been propoſed for their melioration and relief. 
But, amidſt a variety of uſeful publications on this ſubject, 
the political enquirer will derive much important information 
from Davies © On the Caſe of Labourers in Huſbandry ;” 
from Ruggles's * Hiſtory of the Poor ;” from M*Farlan's 
„ Enquiries concerning the Poor ;” aud, particularly, from 
Sir Frederic Eden's very laborious and valuable work, On 
the State of the Voor,”? | 

+ See Sir Frederic Eden, paſim; and Dr. Adam Smith's 
celebrated treatiſe ** On the Wealth of Nations.“ 
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ſeems, indeed, to be impoſſible, that any 
legiſlative regulation on this ſubject could ever 
be eſtabliſhed ; and, were it practicable, it 
would not be uſeful ; it would ſuppreſs a ſpirit 
of emulation, and might Produce greater miſ- 
chief, and more ſenſible inconveniencies, than 
thoſe which it was intended to remove. 


II. Another great cauſe of poverty, among 
many in the inferior ſtations of life, is their idle- 
neſs, their difinclination to labour and honeſt 
induſtry. Every means, therefore, ſhould be 
uſed to repreſs this growing ſpirit of lazineſs 


and improvidence, and to counteract their bane- 


ful effects in ſociety. This can only be done, 
by furniſhing employment for the idle, and for 
thoſe who are diſpoſed to work; by training 
them up to habits of induſtry; and by ſhewing 
them, that thereby, inſtead of being a diſ- 
grace and nuiſance to the ſtate, the loweſt 
peaſant may become vittuous, uſeful; and re- 
ſpectable. 

To effect this important purpoſe, the princi- 
pal objects that claim public attention are the 
improvement of agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce. Of theſe, agriculture, the induſtty 
of the country, and the great ſource of human 
proviſion and of national proſperity, deſerves 
the fr place on ſeveral accounts: it is a moſt 
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healthy employment; it encourages marriage 
and population; it leads to plenty, and cheap- 
neſs of proviſions; it increaſes public and pri- 
vate wealth: and thoſe who are employed in 
it are obſerved to be, in general, more peace- 
able, as well as more induſtrious members of 
fociety, and are leſs addicted to drunkenneſs 
and immorality, to turbulence and faction, than 
thoſe who are engaged in ſedentary occupations. 
Near great towns, where land has already at- 
tained a high ſtate of cultivation, the impor- 
tance of agricultural improvements will not be fo 
ſtriking ; but, as a general object in the ſyſtem 
of political ceconomy, it merits the utmoſt at- 
tention. | 
To meliorate the condition of the induſtrious 
poor, by facilitating the means of their employ- 
ment and ſubfiſtence, it will, perhaps, be neceſ- 
ſary, in ſome caſes, to ſupply them occaſionally 
with proper materials at their own houſes &, accord- 
ing to their age, their ſtrength, and their capaci- 


* Tt is a fact, that the poor are maintained much more 
comfortably, and at much leſs expence, at their own homes, 
than in workhouſes, or houſes of induſtry : their children, 
alſo, make hardier and better labourers. And many inftances 
might be adduced, of the importance of providing conſtant 
employment for women and girls in knitting and ſpinning, &c. 
But the low rate of female labour is a great ſource of poverty, 
and tends to produce idleneſs, | 


5 ties; 


n 


ties; and to give ſuitable inſtructions and encou- 
ragement to thoſe who are inclined to ſupport 
themſelves by their labour. And it may here be 
remarked, that, if the poor were thus profitably 
and conſtantly employed, they would be almoſt 
always able to maintain themſelves and their fami- 
lies, their honeſt exertions ſeldom failing to ſupply 
their expences.— Were this principle, the fruit 
of active induſtry, univerſally diffuſed, mankind 
would ſee its great influence and importance, in 


the cultivation and improvement of thoſe arts and 


ſciences which tend to the convenience, the or- 
nament, and the happineſs of ſocial life. 


III. The poor-laws were humanely intended to 
relieve the diſtreſſes of the lower ranks of people; 
but experience has ſhewn, that they are extremely 
defective, both in their ſpirit, and in their execu- 
tion. They ought, therefore, to be careful- 
ly and cautiouſly reviſed, and rendered as perfect 
as the combined wiſdom of the legiſlature can 
deviſe: what is uſeful ſhould be retained; 
and what has proved impolitic, or oppreſſive, 
ſhould be modified, or repealed. In any altera- 
tion of theſe laws, care ſhould be taken, that they 
promote virtue in general, and particularly tem- 
perance and frugality; and that they guard againſt 
vice, and eſpecially drunkenneſs and extrava- 
gance: this regularity of conduct will be highly 
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beneficial to the lower ranks themſelves, and it 


will tend to reduce the exceſſive amount of the 
poor's rates. | 


IV. Other cauſes of general diſtreſs among the 
poor, are their want of domeſtic ceconomy, their 
incommodious habitations, and their being bigot- 
ed to particular kinds of diet, and of dreſs. It 
is to be lamented, that they pay too little attention 
to a judicious choice of wholeſome and nutritious 
vegetables for diet : and hence, whenever there 
happens to be a failure of that particular crop of 
grain which conſtitutes their principal food, 
their diſtreſs ſurpailes all deſcription. Now, it 
would tend to alleviate their hardſhips, if. they 
made their earnings more productive, by good 
management, by ſelecting cheap and palatable 
articles of diet, and by preparing different kinds 
of ſavoury ſoups &. 

The poor are often blamed for their attachment 
to wheaten bread, and their fondneſs for tea. It 
is ſaid, and not without reaſon, that, by drinking 
tea, inſtead of home-brewed beer, their bodies 


* See Count Rumford's intereſting © Experimental Eſſays“ 
for improving the condition and domeſtic ceconomy of the 
tabouring poor. | 

On the means of diminiſhing the conſumption of fuel, 
which is ſo eſſential a neceſſary of life, and ſo important an 
article to the lower claſſes, his remarks claim particular at- 
tention, 

become 
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become enervated, and their health is unpaired. 
It ought, however, to be obſerved in their behalf, 
how natural it is for thoſe, who enjoy ſo few com- 
forts in life, and are expoſed to ſo many difficul- 
ties, to endeavour to procure the beſt bread ; eſ- 
pecially as they are ſeldom able to purchaſe meat. 
The high price of malt prevents them from brew- 


ing their own beer, as they did formerly; and. 


this is a hardſhip, which drives many of them to 
the public houſe. 

It would contribute much to their comfort, and 
to the preſervation of their health, if the agricul- 
tural poor had ſmall gardens, in which they could 
raiſe beans, peaſe, potatoes, greens, turnips, and 
other culinary vegetables; and if lords of manors, 
and men of affluence, would accommodate their 


labourers and dependents with neat and commodi- 


ous cottages, at moderate rents. Many important 
advantages would reſult from this ſcheme, if ge- 
nerally adopted throughout the kingdom; and 
therefore it cannot be too ſtrongly recommended 
to the conſideration of the higher claſſes of ſoci- 
ety. It muſt be allowed, that it would be the 
means of augmenting the quantity, and thereby 
reducing the price of pork, poultry, and frui-. 
Beſides, by increaſing the fize of a poor man's 
garden, you add greatly to his comfort and en- 
joyment; and as, in ſome pariſhes, at a diſtance 
from populous towns, there is, uſually, waſte and 
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unproductive land contiguous to the cottages of 
the peaſants, let a ſmall portion of this land be al- 
lotted to the induſtrious labourer, and he will 
devote his evenings to its cultivation. As an en- 
couragement to induſtry, and a reward for their 
ſervices to the ſtate, thoſe who have brought up 
the moſt numerous families of children, without 
parochial aid, might have as much of the waſte 
land appropriated to them as, when cultivated, 
would enable them to keep a cow. 

The proprietors of land have it much in their 
power to alleviate the condition of poor farmers 
and day-labourers; and, by directing and aſſiſting 
their induſtry, to render themſelves and their 
dependents happy and uſeful to each other. 

To a feeling mind, it is diſtreſſing to ſee the 
miſerable cottages of many of the agricultural 
Poor, and to think of the rents they pay for them. 
Now, if what is here ſuggeſted, were carried into 
general practice, it would be attended with the 
moſt beneficial effects: their houfes would be 
more commodious ; their mode of living would 
be more improved; their conſtitutions would be 
invigorated ; their manners would be rendered 
more gentle and humane ; and ſentiments of mu- 
tual good-will would be excited among the dif- 
ferent ranks of ſociety. To which we may add, 
that, with theſe domeſtic comforts and improve- 
ments, the poor would not be ſo apt to debaſe 

their 
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their moral faculties by vicious habits, but would 
acquire a higher ſenſe of character, and would be 
gradually . brought to a more ſober and orderly 
way of life, —This leads me to obſerve that, 


V. The great number of public-houſes proves 
moſt pernicious to the health, the ceconomy, and 
the morals of the poor, and may-be reckoned one 
of the chief ſources of their miſery. Nor need 
this be wondered at, when we conſider, that the 
moſt nefarious practices are either planned or 
perpetrated in them. To theſe houſes you may 
trace almoſt every vice which becomes a diſgrace 
and nuiſance to ſociety. For the poor, who are not 
burdened with very large families, only require 
ſobriety and common induſtry to live comfortably ; 
but, whentheſe virtues are wanting, and they once 
acquire the ruinous habit of frequenting public 
houſes, which are often ſchools of idleneſs and 
vice, they meet with profligate companions, who, 
by degiees, extinguiſh every virtuous and honeſt 
principle, and render them at laſt totally de- 
praved. 

In a populous city, the baneful effects of public 
houſes, though they be of the moſt ſerious nature, 
are not always ſo viſible to a common obſerver, as 
in a country village. But it is impoſſible to de- 
ſcribe, or even to imagine, how the morals of the 
lower claſſes of ſociety are corrupted, how induſ- 
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try is checked, how agriculture.and manufactures 
are retarded, and how many virtuous wives and 
innocent children are neglected and abandoned, 
in conſequence of the enticements, which are 
every-where held forth to labourers, to ſpend 
their earnings, and drink intoxicating liquors. at 
the ale-houle. 

An obvious and important method of giving an 
effectual check to this alarming evil would be, 
to diminith the number of public-houfes, and to 
ſee that they be well regulated, and kept by men 
of decent manners, as well as of ſome property 
and reſponſibility. For this purpoſe, magiſtrates 
ſhould refuſe to licenſe houſes where they are 
not abſolutely wanted, and where good order and 
regularity are not enforced : they ſhould alſo limit 
the number in each diſtrict. From ſuch regula- 
tions as theſe, thus carried into execution, the 
temptations to impiety and licentiouſneſs would 
be reduced, and the moſt ſalutary effects, on the 
induſtry and ſobriety of the poor, would reſult. 


VT. In enumerating the various cauſes of miſe- 
ry among the inferior claſſes of the community, 
it is with deep concern I muſt mention their mo- 
ral depravity, and their extreme backwardneſs to 
receive inſtruction; conſequently, their general 
tgnorance, and, what is frequently the reſult of 
it, unconquerable diſpoſitions to a life of idleneſs 

and 
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and diſſipation. Many of them are ſo debaſed in 
their minds, ſo profligate in their manners, and 
ſo diſſolute in their purſuits, that immediate means 
ſhould be taken to repreſs their alarming depra- 
vity, and to adopt ſuch means as may correct 
the morals, and improve the intellects of the peo- 
ple *. It is, therefore, earneſtly recommended 
to the public, to eſtabliſh Parochial Schools for 
educating the children of the poor, and for train- 
ing them up with particular attention to the du- 
ties of morality and religion. 

Where Sunday-ſchuols are properly eſtabliſhed, 
and conſtantly inſpected, they will be extremely 
uſeful, in reſcuing many from 1gnorance and vice, 
and in diffuſing, more widely, the genuine prin- 
ciples of the. Goſpel. But this is a partial advan- 
tage: in many pariſhes there are no ſuch inſtitu- 
tions, and the poor are often unable to pay for the 
education of their children. Some more general 
plan is therefore wanted, by which all the moſt 
indigent, the moſt illiterate, and the moſt wretch - 
ed claſſes of ſociety, may be taught to read, and 
be inſtructed inthe doctrines and duties of Chriſti- 
anity. This, befides other unſpeakable advanta- 


* Examples, however, of immoral conduct are not con- 
fined to the lower claſſes of the people; they pervade all ranks. 
The poor naturally adopt the ſentiments, and imitate the man- 
ners of the rich ; and in nothing more than in profligacy and 
1m piety. 
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ges, would prepare them for thoſe public inſtruc- 
tions from the pulpit which, for want of ſuch 
Previous culture, cannot be fo well underſtood, 
or fo deeply impreſſed on the mind. An inſti- 
tution of this fort, by which the riſing genera- 
tion might be taught reading, writing, and arith- 
metic, is a national object of the greateſt magni- 
tude. With the aſſiſtance of Sunday-ſchools, it 
would prevent many wrong habits in carly life ; 
and it would gradually and effectually remove 
that extreme ignorance which diſgraces the 
lower orders of the community, and, no doubt, 
adds much to their immorality. Of ſuch impor- 
tance is the eſtabliſhment of Parochial Schools, 
that, I am perſuaded, the children in the inferior 
ranks cannot, by any other plan, be ſo effectu- 
ally and fo extenſively trained up to the buſi- 
nefs and duties of human life. 

Without entering into the particular manner 
of accompliſhing this deſign “, it may be ob- 
ſerved, that perſons, properly qualified, ſhould 
be appointed with adequate ſalaries, which might 
be paid by a pariſh rate ; and their chief object 
ſhould be, to teach children to read and write, 
to give them practical inſtructions, and to di- 


* See Dr. Chapman's excellent treatiſe on Education, 5th 
edit, to which are ſubjoined ſome uſeful obſervations on the 
inſtruction neceſſary for the lower ranks of the people; on 
the appointment of parochial ſchool-maſters ; and on the en- 
couragement they ought to receive. | 
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rect and ſuperintend their conduct. There is no 
reaſon to be alarmed at the expence, as much 
larger. ſums are annually raiſed for leſs beneficial 
pupoſes. In Scotland and Switzerland, which 
are poorer countries than this, Parochial Schools 
are eſtabliſhed, and have been followed with the 
moſt general good effects. Part of the expences 
ſhould be defrayed by the pariſh ; and part of 
them by the parents. The terms for teaching to 
read, and for explaining the Church-Catechiſm, 
ſhould be ſo moderate, that even a common la- 
bourer may afford the expence, of giving his 
children theſe moſt eſſential branches of edu- 
cation. | 

All young people require ſome recreation for 
the benefit of their health. This recreation 
ſhould have in view the occupations for which 
they are probably deſigned. It is worthy, there- 
fore, of remark, that the utmoſt attention ſhould 
be paid to early induſtry. To this end, during 
the intervals of public inſtruction, their time 
ſhould not be entirely waſted in unprofitable di- 
verſion. In the country, they might, according 
to their age and ability, be gradually inured to 
the buſineſs of agriculture ; and in towns, to the 
eaſieſt operations of manufactures. 

By thus training the children of the poor to 
early habits of induſtry, piety, and morality, a 
perfect ſyſtem of education would be produced ; 
and they would, thereby, be qualified for the 
: arduous 
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arduous duties of ſocial and active life. By 
eſtabliſhing proper ſalaries for parochial teachers, 
and by infuſing into the young mind thoſe vir- 
tuous and Chriſtian principles which the inſtitu- 
tion of Sunday-ſchools has a tendency to promote, 
we ſhall have no longer occaſion to complain of 
the idleneſs, the diſhoneſty, and the turbulence 
of the poor. With theſe means of inſtruction, and 
of reformation, applied to the mals of the people, 
they would, by degrees, be formed to uſeful 
labour, to a Chriſtian temper, and to the prac- 
tice of thoſe momentous duties which we owe 
to God and man. | 
Thus a moſt important change would ſoon be 
effected in their manners, and in their morals. 
Thus, a ſenſe of religion, and all the good effects 
of it, would inſenſibly ariſe, and be gradually 
increaſed among the poor. They would begin 
to raiſe their drooping ſpirits, and to acquire 
more animating views of Providence, of religious 
and moral obligation, and of the great end for 
which they were ſent into the world. Ignorance, 
immorality, and ſuperſtition, would give way to 
knowledge, virtue, and truth; and mankind 
would be convinced, that religion does not con- 
- fiſt merely in external forms and ceremonies, 
but in ſelf-government, in benignity, in “wor- 
ſhipping God in ſpirit and in truth”—and in diſ- 
charging 
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charging with Spie the duties of their reſpec- 
tive ſtations. 

With regard to the inſtruction of the female 
fex, I fhall only remark, that, in every civilized 
country, even the. loweſt claſſes ſhould not only 
be taught to ſpin, to knit, and to ſew, but alſo 
to read the Bible, and to underſtand the important 
truths of Chriſtianity. The utmoſt pains ſhould 
be taken, to ſhew them that virtue and vice are 
eſſentially different; to inſpire them, in early life, 
with the love of the one, and to guard them 
againſt the ſeductions of the other; to warn them 
of the dangers of bad habits, and of bad com- 
patiy; to point out to them the happineſs which 
naturally attends innocence, modeſty, and good 
conduct, and the miſery which inevitably follows 
impropriety of behaviour, profligacy of manners, 
and loſs of reputation. Young women, on their 
entrance into life, cannot be too much guarded 
againſt ſeduction ; nor can their minds be too 
ſtrongly fortified, by religious principles, againft 
thoſe enſnaring temptations, to which, at that 
early period, they are peculiarly expoſed ; for, 
unleſs virtuous and religious habits are then 
formed, they are ſeldom acquired afterwards ; 
and it is obvious, that a train of the moſt grie- 
vous and complicated evils muſt enſue, when once 
a woman loſes her virtue and chaſtity, and de- 
baſes her character by diſſolute manners, and 
| a cti- 
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a criminal life. Hence, as the crime of ſeduction 
produces the moſt ſerious miſchief in ſociety, it 

deſerves a very ſevere puniſhment. | 
My ſubject has only led me to offer ſome hints 
concerning the nature and degree of inſtruction 
neceflary for thoſe who are probably deſtined by 
Providence to fill the loweſt ranks of life, and 
muſt labour for their daily ſubſiſtence. But, as 
it refers to an object of great and general impor- 
_ tance, I muſt be permitted to obſerve further, 
that, in the prevailing ſyſtem of modern educa- 
tion, there is an eſſential defect: the attention of 
the teacher is not ſufficiently directed to the cul- 
ture and improvement of the mind; the morals 
of the children are often neglected; and the 
primary objects of education, — the inculcating 
of virtuous and religious principles, and the en- 
forcing of them by proper diſcipline, - generally 
occupy little attention, both in public and in 
pri vate ſchools. But, high as our eſteem ſhould 
be for claſſical, ſcientific, and philoſophical pur- 
ſuits, and for thoſe ornamental acquirements 
which contribute to the innocent amuſement of 
domeſtic life; yet the chief ſolicitude of every 
parent, who believes in a future ſtate, ſhould be, 
to preſerve the innocence, to cultivate the un- 
derſtanding, and: to govern the paſſions, of his 
children. And, indeed, we may look in vain 
for a reformation of manners in ſociety, while re- 
3 ligious 
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ligious impreſſions, and moral habits, in educa- 
ting our youth of both ſexes, are ſo much ne- 
glected. 

I have dwelt thus long on this ſubject, from a 
conviction, that the right education of youth 
would be productive of the moſt beneficial con- 
ſequences, that it would be the moſt effectual 
means of promoting the beſt and moſt important 
intereſts of mankind ; and that the poorer claſſes 
of ſociety are entitled to the attention and aſſiſt- 
ance of the more opulent. 


VII. Another cauſe of diſtreſs among the 
poor, and the laſt I ſhall mention, 1s their ge- 
neral improvidence in the days of youth, and in 
the earlier part of life. To counteract this want 
of ceconomy, and of prudence, which leads many 
of them to make little or no proviſion for the va- 
rious accidents and calamities to which human 
nature is continually expoſed, and to inſpire the 
lower orders with manly ſentiments, no method 
appears ſo well calculated as the general diffuſion 
of Friendly Societies, To theſe beneficial inſtitu- 
tions, then, I ſhall now call the. reader's ſerious 
attention, and ſhall evince, that, if properly en- 
couraged, and duly regulated, very ſolid bene- 
fits, indeed, might be derived from their ex- 
tenſion, 


There 
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There is ſomething in the very name peculiarly 
congenial to the benevolent and ſocial nature of 
man, exciting his compaſſion for his fellow-crea- 
tures in the hour of ſickneſs and diſtreſs, and lead- 
ing him to ſympathize with them under all their 
afflictions. Some plans, which have been de- 
viſed for the maintenance of the poor, have a 
tendency to depreſs energy, and to promote idle- 
neſs, and inattention to futurity ; but it is to the 
credit of theſe Friendly Societies, that they have 
induſtry, foreſight, and philanthropy, for their 
baſis. 

A poor man, by paying three-pence, or four- 
pence per week, while he is young and in 
health, is entitled to relief in the time of fick- - 
neſs, and under the infirmities of old age, and 
ſecures a decent proviſion, which renders him in- 
dependent. By this means, he 1s exempt from thoſe 
anxious and deſponding moments, which reflec- 
tions on the uncertainty of health, and the dread 
of accidents and want, might otherwiſe occaſion. 
The payments are ſo trifling, that he does not 
feel himſelf deprived by them of any domeſtic 
comfort ; and they prove to be the happy means 
of making him more induſtrious, more prudent, 
and more virtuous.—Let us here appeal to a few 
facts, which are of a very intereſting nature, and 
well merit an ample diſcuſſion. 

There are two Friendly Socicties at Sunbury, 
conſiſting of about 129 members. They are 


5 both 
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both in a flouriſhing condition,' and have ſome 
property in the funds; a circumſtance which 
tends to attach them to the eſtabliſhed government. 
One of them was inſtituted in December 1773, 
and has now (October 1797) in the 4 per cent. 
Conſols. C. 666 116. 5d.; and the other, inſtituted 
in 1787, has, in the 3 per cent. Conſols, C. 275. 
It is unneceſſary for me to mention all the rules 
that are eſtabliſhed by theſe Friendly Societies; 
but, for the information of thoſe who are unac- 
quainted with the nature and deſign of ſuch uſe- 
ful inſtitutions, I will here ſtate ſome of the moſt 
important. = | 

The rules of the ſocieties are nearly the ſame. 


In the oldeſt club, no one is admitted a member 


who is not in good health, and (formerly) between 
18 and 40 years of age: now it is limited from 
18 to 30 years. The terms of admiſſion were 
originally 25. 6d. but are fince raiſed to 10s. 6d. 
Every member, who is not incapacitated by ill- 
neſs or old age, pays one ſhilling and threepence 
per month ; the threepence for beer, and the 
ſhilling for the relief of thoſe who ſhall be ſick, 
lame, or blind. But he can derive no benefit 
from the fund till he hath ſubſcribed to it two 
years; after which, during illneſs and inability 
to work, he receives ſeven ſhillings per week. 
On the death of a free member, ſeven pounds are 
allowed to defray the expences of his funeral, and 


for the benefit of his widow, or neareſt relation : 
E on 
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on theſe occaſions, each member pays a ſhilling 
for the farther ſupport of the ſociety. And, on 
the death of a free member's wife, two pounds 
are allowed towards the funeral expences. 

To guard againſt frauds and idleneſs, it is 
found neceſſary, that the weekly allowance to 
fick members ſhould be rather leſs than their 
uſual earnings. Time, and the public attention, 
it may be. hoped, will correct many errors, and 
lead to much improvement, in the regulation of 
Friendly Societies. It is to be regretted, that the 
public have hitherto obtained ſo little informa- 
tion on this intereſting ſubject. By comparing 
various particulars, which old eſtabliſhed clubs 
could furniſh, it might be calculated, with 
greater preciſion, whether the allowance be in 
proportion to the contributions, or where any 
defect has originated. Neither of the ſocieties 
at Sunbury has been inſtituted ſo long, as to en- 
able me to give all the information which could 
be wiſhed ; I flatter myſelf, however, that the 
following ſtatement, from the oldeſt club, will 
not be unacceptable to the reader, as it will help 
to eſtabliſh ſome uſeful documents, and may en- 
courage the gentry, tradeſmen, and farmers, in 
other pariſhes, to become honorary members of 
ſuch valuable inſtitutions, It is, in fact, their 
wiſeſt policy, and that for more cogent reaſons 
than need be mentioned. | 
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An Abftraft of the Subſcriptions, and Diſburſements, 
in the Friendly Society held at the White-Horſe, 
Sunbury, from December 1773 to Oftober 1797. 
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* No allowance to ſick members the firſt and ſecond year; theſe 
ſums were for articles, books, box, clerk, &c. 
+ Lord Hawke left a legacy of five guineas. _ ; 
t This has purchaſed, at different times, £.666, 2115- 3d. ſock in the 
four per Cents, 


From 


F 
ET | — 


ö 


3 


Ca — — — 


wr 


——— i ra 


— — —— — 
— 3 — 


( 68 ) 
From this ſtatement it appears, that our ſub- 
ſcriptions, as honorary members, have amounted 


to {.77 35. 6d., and, though the funds of the ſo- 


ciety are not yet ſtationary, that the expences of 
ſupporting ſick members have, of late, increaſed 
much more rapidly than at firſt, The reaſon is 
obvious : ſome of the members are beginning to 
decline into the vale of life, and conſequently re- 
quire more frequent relief than they did when they 
were in the vigour of manhood. It is, therefore, 
probable, that, twenty or thirty years hence, the 
fund will be lower than at preſent; though, there 
is reaſon to hope that, with prudent management, 
it is founded on principles which will ſecure its 
permanence and ſucceſs *. 

To ſhew the utility of Friendly Societies in re- 
ducing the poor's rates, it will be only neceſſary 
to obſerve, that, by taking an average of the ſix 
years, previous to their inſtitution at Sunbury in 
1773, when proviſions were much cheaper than 
at preſent, the poor-rates were 25. 9d. in the 
pound; ſometimes they were as high as 3s. 6d. 
But, as the ſocieties began to flouriſh, a gradual 
reduction has taken place; and, by their com- 


* As the other Gciety has only been inſtituted a few years, 
it ſeems unneceſſury to give an abſtract of the ſtate of its 
funds; it conſiſts almoſt entirely of voung members, and 
meets with funlar encouragement from honorary ſubſcribers. 
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bined effects, the poor-rates have been as low as 
15. 64.; and, during the fix years previous to 
1796, never higher than 15. 9d. Now, many 
of the members are ſo indigent, that, if they 
happen to be ill for a ſhort time, and are thereby 
rendered incapable of following their buſineſs, 
they muſt inevitably apply for parochial relief, 
had they not recourſe to a fund, which their own 
induſtry, their economy, and their honeſt pride, 
have contributed to raiſe, 

That Friendly Societies, then, tend conſiderably 
to the relief and ſupport of* the poor is obvious; 
and their eſtabliſhment 1s no leſs uſeful to the 
public than beneficial to the members who com- 
poſe them. When the morals of the lower ranks 
of ſociety are more reformed, and their children 
are better inſtructed, a greater degree of induſtry 
and temperance will ariſe among them, and they 
will feel more ſenfibly the degradation of truſting 
to the ſupport of pariſh-relief. It ſeems that theſe 
inſtitutions have already had ſomething of this 
effect at Sunbury, and may partly account for 
the rates being ſo moderate. 

In favour of poor-rates and work-houſes it may 
be alledged, that they are uſeful, as they have 
afforded relief and an aſylum to orphans, to the 
aged, to the helpleſs, and to the diſabled, to 
thoſe who, otherwiſe, might poſſibly have pe- 
riſhed through want, or might have been reduced 
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From this ſtatement it appears, that our ſub- 
ſcriptions, as honorary members, have amounted 


to C. 77 35. 6d., and, though the funds of the ſo- 
ciety are not yet ſtationary, that the expences of 


ſupporting ſick members have, of late, increaſed 
much more rapidly than at firſt, The reaſon is 
obvious: ſome of the members are beginning to 
decline into the vale of life, and conſequently re- 
quire more frequent relief than they did when they 
were in the vigour of manhood. It is, therefore, 


_ probable, that, twenty or thirty years hence, the 


fund will be lower than at preſent ; though, there 
is reaſon to hope that, with prudent management, 
it is founded on principles which will ſecure its 
permanence and ſucceſs *, | : 

To ſhew the utility of Friendly Societies in re- 
ducing the poor's rates, 1t will be only neceſſary 
to obſerve, that, by taking an average of the fix 
years, Previous to their inſtitution at Sunbury 1n 
1773, when proviſions were much cheaper than 


at preſent, the poor-rates were 25. 94. in the 


pound; ſometimes they were as high as 3s. 6d. 
But, as the ſocieties began to flouriſh, a gradual 
reduction has taken place; and, by their com- 


* Az the other Cociety has only been inſtituted a few years, 
"it ſeems unneceſſary to give an abſtract of the ſtate of its 
funds; it conſiſts almoſt entirely of voung members, and 
meets with flinilar encouragement from honorary ſubſcribers. 
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bined effects, the poor-rates have been as low as 
15. 64.; and, during the fix years previous to 
1796, never higher than 15. 9d. Now, many 
of the members are ſo indigent, that, if they 
happen to be ill for a ſhort time, and are thereby 
rendered incapable of following their buſineſs, 
they muſt inevitably apply for parochial relief, 
had they not recourſe to a fund, which their own 
induſtry, their economy, and their honeſt pride, 
have contributed to raiſe. 

That Friendly Societies, then, tend conſiderably 
to the relief and ſupport of the poor is obvious; 
and their eftabliſhment 1s no leſs uſeful to the 
public than beneficial to the members who com- 
poſe hem. When the morals of the lower ranks 
of ſociety are more reformed, and their children 
are better inſtructed, a greater degree of induſtry 
and temperance will ariſe among them, and they 
will feel more ſenſibly the degradation of truſting 
to the ſupport of pariſh-relief. It ſeems that theſe 
inſtitutions have already had ſomething of this 
effect at Sunbury, and may partly account for 
the rates being ſo moderate. 

In favour of poor-rates and work-houſes it may 
be alledged, that they are uſeful, as they have 
afforded relief and an aſylum to orphans, to the 
aged, to the helpleſs, and to the diſabled, to 
thoſe who, otherwiſe, might poſſibly have pe- 
riſhed through want, or might have been reduced 
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to the utmoſt diſtreſs : that they oblige the rich, 
the inconſiderate, and the avaricious, as well as the 
liberal and the humane, to contribute according 
to their abilities, or to the rent of the houſes and 
grounds they occupy ; and, though abuſed, as 
moſt inſtitutions are, in proportion to their good- 
neſs, that they create one moſt important and 
eſſential diſtinction between the comforts and 
ſecurity of the lower orders here, and in every 
other country under Heaven. 

But, on the other hand, it ought to be ad- 
mitted, that, in a political view, they are ex- 
tremely detrimental : they fall very heavy on the 
middling, and moſt productive, claſſes of ſo- 
ciety ; they debaſe the minds of the loweſt, and 
relax the exertions of honeſt induſtry, rendering 
men leſs provident, and leſs attached to the in- 
tereſt and welfare of their families. As the ſo- 


ciety of workhouſes is compoſed of the worſt 
characters and tempers, it is not to be wondered 


at, that it ſhould frequently be diſturbed by 
quarrels and contentions. 'To a peaceable and 
virtuous mind they always prove uncomfortable 

ſituations. | 
Let it be next conſidered, that the children 
brought up in them are ſeldom ſa healthy, or 
become ſuch good ſervants, as the children of 
cottagers. They have given riſe to the Law of 
Settlements, which is as impolitic as it is oppreſ- 
| hve, 
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five, and has proved a conſtant ſource of htiga- 
tion between pariſhes, as well as a great diſcou- 
ragement to induſtry. In this reſpect, they are 
found to be prejudicial to the comfort of the poor, 
and to the intereſts of ſociety. And, after all, it 


may even be doubted whether they leſſen the 


number of perſons claiming relief. 

Objections, alſo, of a moral nature, may be 
juſtly urged againſt them, as they tend to diminiſh 
private charity, and to make men inattentive to 
the afflictions of others. Beſides, workhouſes 
are generally prgudicial to the health, the com- 
fort, and the morals of the poor. They often 
weaken the principles of natural affection; they 
lead the lower ranks to uſe little or no exertions 
to preſerve their poor relations from what ought 
to be conſidered as a reproach; and they are ſo 
little attended to, that they too frequently become 
ſcenes of idleneſs, and even of vice. They are 
ſupported at an enormous expence, and pro- 
duce—miſery and diſcontent. 

Though the ſums collected at celebrating the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper are generally in- 
conſiderable, yet, when they are diſtributed in a 
judicious manner, by the reſident miniſter, among 
the aged and impotent poor, during fickneſs, and 
as their neceſſities may require, perhaps greater 
benefits are derived from theſe ſmall contribu- 
tions, and more important and timely relief is 
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adminiſtered, . than even by the immenſe ſums 
annually expended for the n of the pariſh 
workhouſe. 

To mention but one renvnrk: more—Were all 
Chriſtians actuated by the benevolent principles 
of their religion, and did all regularly attend the 
public worſhip of God, the mode of providing 
for the poor, recommended .by St. Paul *, and 
ſtill practiſed in Holland, and in Scotland, with 
the happieſt effects, by making weekly collec- 
tions in the churches, and by private donations, 
—1s preferable to any other that could be de- 
viſed. But, unfortunately, - many of the rich 
and the great, ſeldom or never frequent any 
place of religious worſhip : and many of them 
are immerſed in faſhionable diſſipation, and re- 


fide at a diſtance from their eſtates +. 
| But, 


* x Corin. xvi. 1, 2. 

+ This diſadvantage, under which rural induſtry labours, 
might be remedied, by an application from the miniſter and 
church-wardens in England, as is uſual from the miniſter 
and elders in Scotland, to the proprietors of houſes and lands 
in the pariſh, requeſting an occaſional donation, ſuited to the 
neceſſities of the poor. This would be attended with no ex- 
pence, and, being conſidered as a voluntary act, would be 
chearfully complied with, in preference to a poor-tax, im- 
poſed by law, and levied at conſiderable trouble and ex- 


pence. On ſuch applications, the proprietors of eftates, &c. 
3 might 
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But, without entering farther into diſquiſi- 
tions, to which theſe remarks might lead, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that the poor muſt become ſober, 
orderly, and virtuous, and muſt ultimately de- 
pend on their own exertions and good manage- 
ment, before any conſiderable improvement can 
be made in their condition. While a man is 


able, by his diligence and ceconomy, to earn a 


comfortable maintenance for lumſelf and family, 
he ſhould not degrade himſelf, by indolence or 
vice, to the ſtate of a mendicant, and live on the 
induſtry of others. But, when he has been fru- 
gal and diligent from his early youth, when once 
diſeaſe, infirmities, or age, have rendered him 
incapable of labour, then, and not till then, 
ought he to expect ſupport. On theſe prin- 
ciples, which cannot be controverted, Friendly 
Societies deſerve particular encouragement, as 
they call forth the beſt exertions of every in- 
dividual, and are the chief means of preventing 
poverty. | 

Both theſe ſocieties, as hath been already obſer- 
ved, are compoſed of mechanics, poor tradeſmen, 


might meet and tax themſelves, in proportion to their valued 
rents, as is done in many pariſhes of Scotland; one half of 
the afſeſiment to be paid by the proprietors, and the other 
half by the tenants, 
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and labourers in huſbandry. Now, let it be here 
remembered, as a fact of peculiar importance to 
the public, and as ſubftantiating a moſt valuabte 
political truth, that although many of the mem- 
bers are burdened with numerous famihes, 
though they refide in one of the moſt expenfive 
villages in the kingdom, and have no higher wa- 
ges than others to ſupport themſelves, though, 
hke other ſocieties, they be compoſed of a mix- 
ture of good and bad members, though they be 
liable to, and meet with, the ſame calamities and 
accidents which befal others, and, under God, 
have only their own induftry and forefight to de- 
pend upon; yet, with all theſe difficulties to en- 
counter, and while the expences of providing for 
the poor have been almoſt doubled during the laſt 
twenty years, — partly owing to the profligacy and 
impoſitions of the poor, and partly to the inatten- 
tion and miſmanagement of overſeers ; notwith- 
ſtanding theſe diſadvantages, all the members of 
theſe ſocieties have ſupported themſelves and fa- 
milies, and (except in one inſtance of uncommon 
diftreſs *), have never received, ſince their inſti- 
tution, the leaſt aſſiſtance from the pariſh of Sun- 


bury, 


* The poor family here alluded to had an allowance of 
three ſhillings a week for a few weeks 4 
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The inference then, from all this, is as clear as 
it is important. By Friendly Societies, and by their 


beneficial operation, the neceſſity of poor's rates 
might, in time, be in a great meaſure, ſuper- 
ſeded. The idle, the improvident, and the vicious, 
have been too apt to depend on the parochial fund; 
but it has proved a dangerous reſource; always 
involving the thoughtleſs object that relies on it 
in the deepeſt depravity and wzetchedneſs, Ex- 
perience has clearly evinced, that poor's rates 
have not anſwered the benevolent purpoſes for 
which they were deſigned; and I am convinced, 
were they at firſt limited in every pariſh, then 
gradually diminiſhed, and at laſt entirely abo- 
liſhed, the lower orders of men would live much 
more comfortably, and much more virtuouſly, than 
they do at preſent. 

At the fame time, it 1s farther obſerved, thar, 
where workhouſes have been long eſtabliſhed, 
they ought not to be given up at once, for fear of 
producing great diſorder, and many inconvenien- 
ces. All that can be expected is, that their abu- 
ſes may be removed in ſuch a gradual manner, as 
to create no diſturbances; and that overſeers be 
partly guided, for {ome time at leaſt, by the cuſ- 
tom of the pariſh, till a better method of provi- 
ding for the poor be adopted, till charity be 
brought back to its proper channel, voluntary 
contributions, | 


With 
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With refpe& to the mode of providing for the 
poor, it has already been affirmed, that, inſtead 
of workhouſes, they might be ſupported much 
more comfortably, and at a much cheaper rate, 
at their own homes, by weekly or monthly allow- 
ances. But, in ſettling this allowance, a conft- 
derable diſtinction ſhould be made, according 
to the character and circumſtances of thoſe who 
apply for parochial aid. —In the fluctuating ſtate 
of commerce and manufactures, ſome will require 
occafional relief; and, when they are diſabled 
from working by fickneſs or accident, a provi- 
fion ſhould be made for them until they are re- 
ſtored to health. But it will be generally found,, 
that moſt of the poor are able to earn ſomething 
for their ſupport ; ſo that a very ſmall ſum, ad- 
ded to their own induſtry and ſobriety, would be 
fufficient to ſupply the deficiency of their labour. 

Thoſe who have been notoriouſly flothful and 
profligate might wear a badge, and receive an 
allowance, merely ſufficient to ſupport them with 
the meaneſt proviſions ; while the aged and diſ- 
abled, who are of good characters, and have been 
in better circumſtances, ſhould have a more com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence. And the utmoſt attention 
muſt be paid by the overſeers of the poor, that 
the allowance to any on the penſton-liſt be dimi- 
mfhed, or entirely withdrawn, as ſoon as a change 
oi circumſtances will admit. 
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To promote order, and to repreſs idleneſs and 
vice, all vagrants and refractory perſons ſhould 
be ſent to the houſe of correction, and confined, 
for a longer or ſhorter time, according to the na- 
ture and frequency of their offences. With proper 
attention, theſe houſes might be uſeful for reform- 
ing, as well as for puniſhing, the idle and aban- 
doned. Though humanity inclines us to pity the 
diſtreſs, and to relieve the wants, of our fellow- 
creatures, yet the general intereſts of ſociety ſeem 
to require, that none, who are ſupported by pub- 
lic charity, ſhould enjoy the ſame comforts of life 
as the induftrious labourer, or ſhould receive ſuch 
an ample allowance as to give encouragement to 
idleneſs. | 

As overſeers are appointed for one year only, 
they have hardly acquired a ſufficient knowledge 
of the characters and ſtate of the poor, when 
others, equally ignorant, ſucceed them. 'To re- 
medy this, they might be allowed to remain in 
office for a longer term, but ſhould be reſponſible 
for their management during their continuance 
in it, Or, rather, might not a committee be ap- 
pointed by every pariſh to meet at leaſt once a 
month, and to ſuperintend and tranſa& all buſi- 
neſs relative to the poor? Thoſe who are con- 
cerned in the management of the poor's funds, 
ſhould be men of known integrity, vigilance, im- 
partiality, and humanity. It ſhould be their du- 
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ty to enquire into the ſituation and characters, 
and even to viſit the houſes of thoſe, who either 
receive, or are likely to ſolicit, public charity. 
By this means, a proper diſcrimination might be 
made between the idle and worthleſs, and thoſe 
who are induſtrious and deſerving objects of com- 
paſſion. They could thereby judge what relief they 
may require, and how it may be beſtowed with 
the greateſt advantage. And, once every month, 
a minute enquiry ſhould be made of the age, the 
infirmities, the number of children, the condi- 
tion, and the earnings, of all the poor on the pen- 
fion-liſt, before the allowance for the enſuing 
month be ſettled. 

This would diminiſh the number of the poor, 


and the expence of ſupporting them. While the 


impoſitions of the clamorous and diſſolute would 
thus be checked, the ſober and induſtrious poor 
would be properly provided for. By making this 
diſtinction, we ſhould feel the ſtrongeſt inclina- 
tion to give relief to the infirm, the diſeaſed, and 
the helpleſs. Such perſons have a right to our 
charity, either public or private. We are 
prompted by the dictates of our nature, and are 
enjoined by the precepts of our religion, to acts 
of beneſicence. But, by a poor's rate, what was 
an amiable virtue is converted into a burdenſome 
tax. 
In other countries, no legal aſſeſſment is eſta- 
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bliſhed for the relief of the poor ; the poor de- 
pend on the compaſſion of their fellow-creatures 
for their ſupport. In this country then, ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed for the number and variety 
of its charitable inſtitutions, and while benevo- 
lence and humanity are, and we truſt will continue 
to be, the characteriſtic of the Britiſh nation, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that the induſtrious, but 
unfortunate poor, meeting with any uncommon 
preſſure of difficulties, would ev& be forgotten 
or unpitied. On the contrary, private individu- 
als would take the utmoſt pains to find out, and 
relieve, every deſerving object of commiſeration ; 
their beneficence would be diſpenſed with pru- 
dence ; and a ſpirit of real philanthropy, and of 
virtuous induſtry, would every where revive. 
The rich would then beſtow their charity with 
pleaſure, and the poor would receive it with gra- 
titude. 

That the poor may derive the greateſt benefit 
from the liberality of the rich, it is to be obſerved, 
that ſome judgment muſt be uſed as to the time 
and mode of diſpenſing charity; and proper en- 
quiry ſnould be made for ſelecting the moſt wor- 
thy and neceſſitous objects. If a man's ſtation, 
his avocations, or his health, preclude him from 
having a general knowledge of the ſtate of the la- 
bouring poor in his neighbourhood, let him con- 
ſult thoſe who are well acquainted with their cha- 
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racters and condition; and let him pay particular 


attention to their diſtreſs in winter, in ſickneſs, 


want of employment, and old age. 

This remark is the more neceſſary to be made, 
as charity, indiſcriminately beſtowed, encourages 
idleneſs and diſſipation, which are principal cauſes 
of the increaſing number of the poor. The poor- 
laws hold out a certain proviſion for their ſupport, 
without making hardly any diſtinction between 
thoſe who have rendered themſelves poor by in- 
dolence or vice, and thoſe who are reduced to a 
ſtate of indigence by unavoidable misfortunes. 
And hence the moſt ſlothful and criminal are well 
lodged, clothed, and fed, at the public expence; 
while the moſt uſeful and deſerving members of 
ſociety ſubſiſt on a more ſcanty pittance, and on- 
ly receive what they earn by hard labour. 

Some have thought that all, who have not 
large families to ſupport, ſhould be compelled to 
ſubſcribe to ſome friendly or parochial club. 
The idea however of compulſion is revolting to 
the mind. Compulfion would impoſe a ſecond 
poor-tax, and that to be levied from a claſs of 
men who are leaſt able to pay it. Parliament 
certainly meant to protect and encourage Friendly 
Societies by the act paſſed in their behalf; yet 
it has excited ſuch alarms among them *, that 


* On this account, the ſocieties at Sunbury have declined 


to have their rules confirmed by the Magiſtrates. 
2 
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any farther attempts to regulate them might 
prove fatal to the inſtitution. At preſent, the 
members are actuated by a noble ſpirit of inde- 
pendence, as well as of induſtry and economy, 
which cannot be too highly commended ; but, if 


recourſe were ever had to compulſive meaſures, 


it would ſtifle every ingenuous and liberal ſenti- 
ment, and render men mere machines. 

Every thing ſhould be done by perſuaſion and 
example ; and as the farmer 1s particularly intereſt- 
ed in the maintenance of the poor, he has the 
ſtrongeſt motive to promote the eſtabliſhment of 
Friendly Societies by his advice, and to aſſiſt 
them by his contributions. Such arguments 
ſhould be uſed as are adapted to the temper, the 
habits, and condition of the lower claſſes of the 
community, and are likely to ſtimulate the latent 
principles of activity and induſtry within them; 
to warn them of the ſad degradation of applying 
for parochial relief, without abſolute neceſſity ; 
to excite them, in their youth and health, to 
make a proper proviſion for ſickneſs or age; and 
thus to extricate themſelves from that debaſement 
of mind, that corruption of morals, and that in- 
attention to future concerns, into which many of 
them are unhappily plunged. 

The parochial clergy, aided by the higher and 
middle claſſes of life, might be extremely uſeful 
in bringing Friendly Societies into public notice, 
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in explaining their nature, their importance, and 
their utility, and in thus promoting their general 
eſtabliſhment. To their ſerious and candid con- 
ſideration, then, theſe Friendly Societies, calcu- 
lated, under proper regulations, to anſwer the moſt 
beneficial ends to poor and rich, are earneſtly re- 
commended “. 


Upon the whole: when we ſee men fo ignorant 
and depreſſed as the lower orders of ſociety too 
frequently are, often indeed in conſequence af 
their own imprudence, their idleneſs, their pro- 
fligacy, and their crimes, it is leſs ſurpriſing to 
find them careleſs and improvident about the fu- 
ture, negligent of the great and momentous con- 
cerns of religion, and unmindful of a higher and 

etter ſtate of exiſtence. They are often ex- 
horted to go to church, and to attend to the moſt 
important ſubjects that can occupy the mind of 
man. But, many of them alas ! are dead to every 
religious impreſſion, and alive to little, beyond 
ſome tranſient purſuit of gain, or of trivial amuſe- 
ments; ſo that, when we conſider their poverty, 
and their 1gnorance,—the wretched ſtate of their 
bodies, and of their minds,—a benevolent heart 


* It is much to be wiſhed, that the Legiſlature, the Board 
of Agriculture, the Society for the encouragement of Arts, 
Manufacturee, and Commerce, or the Society for bettering 
«the condition of the poor, would offer premiums for the belt 
practical diſſertation on this important ſubject. 1 
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will ſhed'a tear over their miſconduct, and will 
uſe the utmoſt efforts to correct their vices; to 
encourage their induſtry, to alleviate their afflic- 
tions, to improve their morals, and thereby to 
lead them progreſſively on to higher degrees of 
civilization, virtue, and happineſs. 

It is with this view, that theſe ſtrictures, with 
the annexed rules, are ſubmitted to the judgment 
of the public, in hopes they may be uſeful ; and 
particularly among the author's pariſhioners, 
whoſe welfare he has always had much at heart. 
Some of them relate to plans of national improve- 
ment, and refer to ſubjects of general importance 


to ſociety ; and others, it is hoped, will prove 


beneficial to individuals, where parliamentary re- 
gulations are not fequiſite. 

The author of theſe remarks, wiſhing them to 
be generally underſtood, has not attempted to re- 
commend them by a high and elaborate ſtyle, or 
by very deep thought and reſearch. But, if they 
have any tendency to guard the rich, on the one 
hand, againſt oppreſſion, diffoluteneſs of man- 


ners, and a luxurious. and thoughtleſs mode of 


living, and the poor, on the other, againſt idle- 
neſs, intemperance, and diſcontent ; if they have 
a tendency, alſo, to promote induſtry, economy, 
and foreſight ; to diſpel ignorance, to enlighten 
and humanize the mind, and to excite men to the 
nnn diſcharge of the functions of their ſtation, 
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according to their various talents and fituations ; 
thus producing rectitude of principle, and a be- 
neyolent union between the higher and lower 
ranks of ſociety ; they may be of ſome moment 
in the preſent awful crifis ; and whoever treats of 
theſe topics, in a manner worthy of their impor- 
tance, will meet with candour and attention from 
the public. Nor is the author ſanguine enough 
to expect, that theſe hints, however conduciye 
to benevolence, civilization, and good govern- 
ment, will be adopted all at once. Mankind are 
I in a ſtate of progreſſive improvement in knowledge 
| | and virtue; but it is by gradual, and oftentines 
1 by imperceptible means, that beneficial changes 
are effected. 


Thus, by conſidering the external, and then 
the internal, condition of man, it appears, that 
he is commonly the chief author of his own ſuf- 
ferings; and that the greateſt calamities he under- 
goes are principally owing to himſelf, and to his 
own miſconduct in life. In ſome caſes, however, 
we have ſeen, that his diſtreſs proceeds from cau- 
ſes which are adventitious; from events, which 
his prudence could not prevent; and from diſpen- 
ſations of Providence, which his wifdom: could 
not controul. And, in a few inſtances, theſe 
cauſes may be ſo combined, as to leave it doubt- 
ful, whether he is moſt to be pitied, or to he. 
blamed. But, whether the diſtreſſes of mankind 
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ariſe from natural or from moral cauſes, from the 
unavoidable calamities of life, or from the evil of 
fin, God has mercifully provided remedies by the 
conſolations of religion. Chriſtianity peculiarly 
claims our regard, as it accommodates itſelf, with 
great benighity, to our frailties and errors, and 
to the various inſtances of worldly affliction, ad- 
miniſtering conſolation to us under our temporal 
or our ſpiritual diſtreſſes. The diſcoveries of 
Chriſtianity are emphatically ſtyled ** glad tidings 
to the poor,” to the indigent and illiterate, to 
thoſe who are deſtitute of worldly riches, or of 
religious knowledge. Our religion ſhews us, that 
we are always under the protection of a wiſe and 
good Providence, and diffuſes a ſpirit of content- 


ment, refignation, humanity, and piety, over all 


who ſincerely embrace it. It has taught men to love 
each other, by inculcating this ſublime and bene- 
volent doctrine That we are allchildren of theſame 
Heavenly Parent, all liable to the ſame accidents, 
and all accountable for our conduct to the great 
Author of our being. It is peculiarly calculated 
to ſoothe the mind, when labouring under ſorrow 
and the impreflions of guilt, and enables us to 
bear with patience and fortitude whatever trials 
Providence may fee fit to appoint. To the peni- 
tent and fincere, whoſe hearts are foftened and 
improved by affliction and a ſenſe of duty; 
to the poor and the rich, who are actuated by the 
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great principles of our religion; it gives the ani- 
mating proſpect of a bleſſed immortality, of a 
happy ceſſation from all moral diſorders, and of a 
perpetual reſt from the troubles and viciſſitudes of 
human life —But to return to the ſubje& of 
Friendly Societies. 

Before I conclude, it may be proper to offer a 
few remarks on Female Benefit-clubs. All my 
obſervations confirm me in my opinion that, in 
tenderneſs and benevolence, in ſenſibility and at- 
tachment, in parental affection and ſolicitude, in 
delicacy of ſentiment, and purity of conduct, in 
economy, and the conſcientious diſcharge of all 
the functions of a quiet, a virtuous, and a pious 
life; in all theſe important reſpects, the female 


character is, in general, peculiarly amiable and 


praiſe-worthy ; and it rarely happens, that a fa- 
mily falls into embarraſſments through the miſ- 


conduct of the mother. 
When a labourer is thus bleſſed with a frugal, 


an induſtrious, and intelligent wife, he ſhews his 


attachment and good ſenle by leaving all domeſtic 


concerns to her prudent and ſuperior management. 
And he ſhould be thankful to Providence, for 


beſtowing “ a help-mate for him,” to alleviate the 


burden and ſorrows of life; to participate with 


him, in mutual intereſt and endearment, in reci- 
procal duties, in conjugal affection and fidelity 
to be a friend, and aſſociate in health and ſick- 


neſs, 
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neſs, in proſperity and adverſity ; and to co- 
operate with him, in infuſing the principles of 
virtue and piety into the minds of their. children: 

The buſineſs of Female Societies is generally 
conducted by rules, in moſt reſpects, ſimilar to 
thoſe in clubs for men. A Female club, formed 
on the following payments, and allowances in 
caſes of illneſs, might be extremely uſeful among 
the poor, and would probably flouriſh ; eſpecially 
under the patronage and inſpection of any lady of 
diſtinction. The age of admiſſion to be between 
eighteen and forty; every ſubſcriber, under twen- 
ty-five years of age, to pay 1s. of entrance-money ; 
from twenty-five to thirty years of age, to pay 25. 
and 6d.; and from thirty to forty, to pay 5s., be- 
ſides 64. for the articles: to meet once a month, 
and each member to contribute 6d. to the fund. 
After ſubſcribing a year, to receive an allowance 
of 3s. a week, during the firſt three month's ill- 
neſs; 2s. 6d, a week, during the next three 
month's illneſs; and 25. a week afterwards, while 
2 member is confined to her room, and is wholly 
diſabled from any kind of work. Every free 
member, on herlying-1n, to receive 10s. 6d, ; and 
each member to pay 2d. to the fund. On the 
death of a free member, 21. to be allowed towards 


the funeral-expences, each member contributing 


bad.: when the fund is, at any time, leſs than 
5ol., every member to pay 64. a quarter extra 
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into the box. Women's earnings are, in general, 
ſo ſmall, that it will be found neceſſary, to make 
the monthly payments thus moderate; and, as 
they are more liable to fickneſs than men, their 
demands on the club muſt be proportionably leſ- 
ſened. | | 

With reſpect to expences at their meetings, it 

may be remarked that, in ſome ſocieties, 1d. or 
ad. are paid by each individual: and ſome- 
times it is ſpent in tea. But, when the buſineſs 
of Female Societies can be managed, without in- 
curring any expence, and their meetings can be 
held at the houſe of any of the members, or 
when a private room can be hired for the purpoſe, 
it would be extremely deſirable, as the moſt ef- 
fectual means of filencing the envy, the malevo- 
Jence, and the calumny of their adverſaries. 
In every female club, the following rule ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed and adhered to-“ That, if any 
& ſingle or unmarried woman ſhould lead an idle, 
5 profligate life, or be with child, while ſhe be- 
& longs to the ſociety, ſhe ſhall be expelled.” 
Such a regulation tends to promote chaſtity, and 
to diſcountenance immorality, and diſſoluteneſs 
of manners. 

Some Female Societies give no allowance to 
any member during the time of her pregnancy, 
and for a month after ſhe is confined. I own, I 
do not entirely approve of the principles on 

which 


, 
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which ſuch a ſociety ſeems to be inſtituted ; but 
it gives me an opportunity of ſuggeſting a method, 

by which poor married women may derive great 
comfort and relief, at a ſeaſon too when they are 
expoſed to conſiderable expence, and require pe- 
culiar aſſiſtance. I ſhall not, therefore, from 
motives of falſe delicacy, ſcruple to mention it, 
but ſhall readily ſacrifice inferior confiderations to 
the deſire of alleviating human miſery Let ladies, 


then, either lend them child-bed-linen, during 


the month in which they are confined; or, let 
them ſupply them with any old linen, with which 
they may be able to accommodate them. And let 
them extend to them that pecuniary aid, which 
they may then require, and thoſe neceſſaries and 
comforts, from which, otherwiſe, they muſt be 


precluded *, 


* I muſt here be permitted to mention a fimilar method, 
which has proved extremely beneficial to the objects whom 
it is intended to relieve, and might be rendered extenſively 
uſeful. A ſufficient quantity of linen is purchaſed, and lent 
to each poor married woman during her lying-in ; and about 
half a guinea is given towards defraying her expences, — The 
fund, by which this inſtitution is ſupported, is raiſed by a 
ſubſcription of 6s. 64, per quarter; on admiſſion, each ſub- 
ſcriber pays js. for the purchaſe of linen, and one quarter in 
advance; and any poor inhabitant becomes an object of re- 
lief, whether a pariſhioner or not. 80 that a lying-in charity 
of this ſort may be eaſily eſtabliſhed in any pariſh, and ſo- 
licits the attention of the benevolent. 


I have 
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I have often heard the poor ſpeak of this kind 
of benevolence, as being ſingularly uſeful ; and 
have frequently been told, that their condition, 
from being miſerable to the laſt degree, was ren- 
dered comfortable by this timely and judicious 
relief. It is, therefore, with peculiar pleaſure, 
that this mode of charity is recommended to the 
attention of thoſe, whoſe feelings of ſympathy are 
ever ready to commiſerate the diſtreſſes, and mi- 
tigate the hardſhips, of their fellow-creatures, 
In ſuch employments, ſo congenial to the natural 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility of the ſofter ſex, female 
worth and excellence “ have,” in part, ** their 
reward” in the preſent ſympathetic feelings of 
their nature but, a greater and a better is pre- 
pared for them in that future ſtate, where the 
giving of “a cup of water *,“ the ſlighteſt kind 
office, rendered to ſuffering humanity, will 
neither be forgotten, nor unrewarded. 


* St. Matth. x, 42. 
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RULES ? 


OF A 
FRIENDLY SOCIETY®. 


* 


1 
w 4 


ITH a view to promote benevolence, and to 
ſecure mutual relief and ſupport in caſes of ſick- 
neſs, accident, or old age, we, whoſe names are 
here inſerted, agree to the following rules : 

I. This ſociety ſhall conſiſt of a preſident, 
two ſtewards, a clerk, and two aſſiſtants, and as 


*The reader is requeſted to bear in mind, that the rules 
are deſigned for thoſe who conſtitute the labouring claſſes of 
the community ; of courſe; they are adapted, as much as poſ- 
ſible, to their ſentiments, their habits, their capacities, and 
their mode of life, As the utility of Friendly Societies depends 
in a great meaſure, on the regulations that are eſtabliſh 

among them, too much pains cannot be taken to render them 
as explicit and judicious as poſſible, The author does not 
flatter himſelf with thinking, that the conſtitution of this ſo- 
ciety, and the following rules, though formed after mature 


dejiberation, are free from every objection, or will ſuit every 


benefit-club, without regard to the number of members, and 
to their particular circumſtances and views. He hopes, how- 
ever, that they are adapted to the general purpoles of theſe 
excellent inſtitutions, and may be beneficial among thoſe in- 
duitrious and uſeful members of ſociety, for whoſe advantage 
they are principally intended. And he takes this opportunit 
of adding, that he will be much obliged to thoſe, who will 
ſuggeſt any remarks, by which theſe tracts, or theſe rules, 
may be improved, 

3 many 
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many members as it may be thought proper to 
admit; and ſhall meet, at the houſe appointed 
for the purpoſe, on the firſt Monday in every 
month, from ſeven till nine in the evening, du- 
ring the ſummer half-year, and from fix till eight, 
during the winter half-year, when the liſt ſhall 
be called over by the clerk, and all the buſineſs 
relating to the ſociety ſhall be tranſacted. 

Tae uſual number in Friendly Societies is, perhaps, 
from ſixiy to a hundred. But in fixing the number 
of a benefit-club, attention ſhould be paid to the fize 
and accommodation of the houſe, where the meetings 
are to be held. And, to prevent future diſputes, it i; 
earne/tly recommended to all benefit-ſocteties, to make 
the rules as judicious as they can, at their firſt inſti- 
Iution; and then, not to alter them on every trifling 
occaſion, as ſuch alterations ſeldom fail to be attended 
with dangerous conſequences. 

II. No perſon ſhall be admitted a member of 
this ſociety, who is not capable of earning one 
ſhilling a week more than the allowance paid to 
fick members; and if it be afterwards proved, 
that, at the time of his admiſſion, he did not 
uſually earn nine ſhillings a week, he ſhall be 
excluded. 

III. Any perſon, wiſhing to become a mem- 
ber, 1s requeſted to bring or ſend to the ſociety 
a certificate of his age, and a proper atteſtation 
of his character, ſigned by his employer, or by 
two reſpectable inhabitants of the pariſh where 
he reſides. When theſe atteſtations have been 
Jaid before the ſociety, his name, his occupation, 
and his place of reſidence, ſhall be exhibited, in 
a public manner, in the club-room, till he be 
ballotted for ; and notice ſhall] be given to all the 
members, that wiſhes to be — 
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and that his election will come on at the next 
quarterly meeting. X 

IV. It is agreed, that all members ſhall be 
choſen by ballot ; and that no perſon ſhall be ad- 
mitted a member without the conſent of three- 
fourths of the ſociety then preſent, and who 1s 
not in good health, and between eighteen and 
forty-five years of age. 

If any perſon, on admiſſion, ſhall produce a 
falſe certificate of his age, or character, or have 
any concealed diſorder, and it be afterwards diſ⸗- 
covered, he ſhall forfeit all he has paid to the 
box, and be expelled ; and any member who is, 
or may be, acquainted with ſuch fraud, ſhall 
immediately inform the prefident and ftewards, 
or pay a fine of five ſhillings. 

And it is farther agreed, that every member, 
under twenty-five years of age, ſhall pay, on ad- 
miſſion, two ſhillings and ſixpence to the fund; 
between the age of twenty-five and thirty, he 
ſhall pay five ſhillings ; and between thirty and 
thirty-five, ten ſhillings and fixpence, beſides a 
ſhilling to the clerk, threepence to the houſe, 
and a ſhilling for the articles. Every perſon, 
above the age of thirty-five, ſhall pay twelve 
ſhillings for every year he exceeds that period, 
beſides the ten ſhillings and ſixpence of entrance- 
money, and fee to the clerk &c.; and none 
ſhall be admitted who are above forty-five years 
of age. 

It is found neceſſary, to make the terms of 6dmif- 
fron ſo very moderate, as few would become members, 
were they required to contribute according to Dr. 
Price's tables for different ages. 

V. The buſineſs of this ſociety ſhall be con- 
ducted by the preſident, the two _— = 

clerk, 
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elerk, two aſſiſtants, and a Committee, who ſhaft 
be choſen in the following manner: The Preſi- 
dent ſhall be elected by ballot at the quarterly 
meeting, from the liſt of ſubſcribers. Whoever 
has the majority of votes ſhall ſerve as preſident 
for the enſuing half- year, or forfeit five ſhillings, 
and ſhall not be eligible again for the ſpace of 
eighteen months. If he chooſe to pay the fine, 
the perſon who has the next greateſt number of 
votes ſhall ſerve, or forfeit five ſhillings; and the 
third, &c. ſhall be ſubject to the ſame penalty. 

The aſſiſtants ſhall ſerve as they ſtand on the 
liſt of enrolment, or pay five ſhillings ; and when 
they reſign in rotation, they ſhall ſerve as ſtew- 
ards, or forfeit the ſame ſum. 

Both the ſtewards and the aſſiſtants ſhall continue 
in office ſix months; but thoſe who cannot write 
ſhall be excuſed from ſerving any office, on pay- 
ing five ſhillings each. 

The clerk ſhall be choſen by a majority of the 
ſociety, and ſhall continue in office as long as 
he does his duty, and keeps the books properly. 
And the manner of chooſing the Committee, 
with the purpoſe for which it is appointed, will 
be ſpecified in the forty- ſeventh article. 

VI. The office of the Preſident is, to regulate 
the tranſactions, and to limit the expences, of 
the meetings. He is to examine the accounts of 
the ſociety; to obſerve that the ſtewards, and 
other officers, do their duty, and, by their aſſiſt- 
ance, to keep the ſociety in good order, to de- 
mand filence, and to ſee the reckoning paid. 
And if a member apply for relief, he ſhall en- 
quire into the cauſe and nature of the accident or 
ſickneſs, and, within twenty-four hours after 


ſuch 
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fuch application, ſhall inform one of the ſtewards, 
or forfeit one ſhilling “. 

VII. The office of the ſtewards is, to receive 
the admiſſion- money of new members and the 
monthly contributions; to order filence, to pay 
the reckoning, and to fine any member, who 
tranſgreſſes the rules of the ſociety. They are, by 
turns, to fee, that the fick are provided with 
proper means of recovery; to vifit them, at leaſt, 
once every week, if the place of reſidence be not 
more than three miles from the club-room, ot 
forfeit a ſhilling for every neglect; and, if far 
ther, the fick perſon ſhall ſend, once a month, 
a certificate of his illneſs, figned according to the 
annexed form, before he be entitled to any allows 
ance from the ſociety. 

All fick members ſhall be paid by the ſtewards: 
what is due to them every Saturday before fix 
at night; and, that the preſident may be acquaint - 
'ed with the number, and ſtate of the ſick, a 
liſt is to be given to him every week. If neither 
of the ſtewards viſit the fick, within twenty-four 
hours after notice has been given to them, if with- 
in three miles of the club- room, they ſhall forfeit 
one ſhilling each; and if they do not pay what is 
due to every fick member on Saturday before ſix 
o'clock, they ſhall forfeit two-pence for every hour 
they neglect payment, the fine to be put into the 
box, and given to the fick member. 

VIII. The office and duty of the clerk are 
theſe: to keep the accounts of the ſociety; to 
regiſter the name, the profeſſion, and the place of 
abode, of every new member; and to do all other 


7 


/ * See Sir Fred. Eden on the Poor,” in his account of 
Lancaſter. in a a S073 7 
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buſineſs, which may be deemed neceſſary for the 
order and proſperity of the ſociety. In the courſe 
of the laſt month in every quarter, he is to give 
timely notice to thoſe members, whoſe turn it is 
to ſerve as affiſtants, and to receive their anſwers. 
Whoever conſents to ſerve, and does neither ap- 
ar at the meeting, nor ſubſtitute another to re- 

preſent him, when he enters on his office, ſhall 

a fine of five ſhillings. 

he clerk is alſo to ſummon members to fu- 
nerals, and on other occaſions, as the buſineſs of 
the ſociety may require ; to take care, that all 
fines and contributions, and all allowances to 
every ſick member, be kept ſeparately, that the 
may be ealily aſcertained, He is to keep an _—_ 
account of the ſeveral ſums of money received 
and paid every month; and, at the quarterly 
and annual meetings, he 1s to lay the accounts 
before the ſociety. 

He is to receive for ſalary twopence every 

uarter from every member, to be collected by 
=—_ ſtewards : and 1s not to be diſcharged, with- 
out ſufficient reaſon aſſigned, and that agreed 
on by a majority of the ſociety ſummoned on 
urpoſe. 

The duties of the clerk have been more particularly 
ſpecified, as the books of Friendly Societies are ſeldom 
— with ſufficient accuracy and perſpicuity. 

IX. The aſſiſtants ſucceed by rotation 3 and 
their duty is to ſee that the rules of the ſbciety 
he obſerved, and to give impartially to every 
member, an equal ſhare of liquor. To the ut- 
moſt of their power, they ſhall detect any mem- 
ber who miſbehaves; and, if either of them omit 
to give in his name, the aſſiſtant. who was guilty 
of the neglect, ſhall pay the ſame as the offen- 
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der.—To ptomote good order, an aſſiſtant ſhall 
be ſtationed at each end of the room, to ſerve the 
members with liquor, and to notice their be- 


haviour. 
X. The preſident, the ſtewards, the clerk, 
and the aſſiſtants, who do not come into the club- 
room within half an hour after the time appointed 
for the meeting, ſhall forfeit half-a-crown, each ; 
but if any of them, being prevented by illneſs, 
ſhall ſend the key, they ſhall not be fined. | 
XI. In caſe of the abſence, illneſs, or death, 
of the preſident, his powers ſhall devolve on the 
ſtewards, by virtue of their office; and they may 
call in the temporary aſſiſtance of any member, 
till the next meeting of the ſociety.—If either of 
the ſtewards or aſſiſtants be abſent or ill, the next 
member on the liſt ſhall officiate for him, till the 
quarterly meeting, when he ſhall begin to do his 
own duty, if his health will permit. | 
In the abſence of the clerk, the preſident may 
appoint a ſubſtitute ; and, on his reſignation or 
death, a general meeting ſhall be convened by 
the preſident and ſtewards, and another clerk 
ſhall be choſen by ballot, a week's notice of the 
time of election being given to the members. 
XII. A box ſhall be provided with five locks, 


wherein ſhall be depoſited the books, and other 


property of the ſociety. Three locks ſhall be 
fixed on the outſide, all of different wards, the 
keys of which ſhall be kept by the ſtewards and 
clerk; one infide-key to be kept by the preſi- 
dent, and the other by the perſon who gives ſe- 
curity for the box. 'The box ſhall not be open- 
ed, except in the preſence of the ſtewards and 
clerk, or whom they may appoint ; but, if any 
officer ſhall ſubſtitute another, who already has a 
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key, or ſhall leave the club-room, without ſee- 
ing the box locked, and the books and property 
of the ſociety ſecured, he ſhall be fined ten ſhil- 
lings and fixpence. 

IT. No perſons ſhall be admitted into the 
club-room but thoſe who are, or intend to be, 
members of this ſociety. 

XIV. If any member ſhall belong to any other 
beneficial ſociety, he ſhall be excluded from this; 


but, if he chooſe to pay a larger contribution every 
month, while in health, he ſhall be entitled to a 


proportionable increaſe of allowance, when he is 


ſick, lame, or old. | 
XV. Each member ſhall pay, at every monthly 
meeting, one ſhilling and five-pence into the box, 
and ſhall be entitled to three-penny worth of li- 
quor *. But it is agreed that, unleſs a majority 


* In thoſe parts of the country, where this contribution 
might be conſidered as rather too great to be paid by common 
labourers, a Friendly Society might be eſtabliſhed, the ſubſcrip- 
tion to which might be only one ſhilling and twopence per 
month; the ſhilling for the ſick, and the twopence to be 
ſpent. In this caſe an allowance of ſeven ſhillings per week, 
inſtead of eight, might be made to ſick and diſabled members. 
On the other hand, if, in confequence of the advanced price 
of proviſions, the members ſhould wiſh to receive nine ſhil- 
lings per week during illneſs, they may be entitled to this 
fum, by contributing one ſhilling and fourpence per month 
to the fund, and threepence to the houſe, 

But general tables for ſettling theſe payments, and allow- 
ances, will not always be correct. Attention ſhou!d be paid 
to the age of members, at the time of their admiſſion, to the 
healthinefs of the ſituation, and to the nature of the manu- 
faQure in which the members of the ſociety are chiefly em- 
ployed. It ſhould alſo be conſidered, that tome places, and 
tome occupations, are much more healthy than others ; and 
that the inhabitants of great towns are, in general, much 
ſhorter-lived than the inhabitants of ſmall towns, and of 
country pariſhes. Hence Mr. Baron Mazeres and Dr. Price 
have calculated diſtinct tables, according to the probabilities 
of life in London, and in the country, | 
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of the members be preſent, only three-fourths of 
the money to the houſe ſhall be expended at the 
monthly meeting ; the remainder, if wanted, 
ſhall be applied towards defraying the expences 
of the annual feaſt. 

IWhen any of the members hpapen to haue a room 
ſufficiently large, it certainly would be much more 
comfortable, that the ſvciety ſhould meet there ; and 
the * incurred at a public houſe would be 

aved. 
J XVI. In paying contributions or fines at any 
time, no member ſhall offer more than five-pence 
half-penny in copper, under the penalty of for- 
feiting threepence. 

XVII. The quarterly meetings ſhall be held 
on the firſt club night after Lady-day, Midſum- 
mer, Michaelmas, and Chriſtmas; and the ac- 
counts ſhall then be paſſed by the preſident and 

ſtewards, and reported to the ſociety. 

XVIII. On the anniverſary meeting, which 
ſhall be held on the firſt Monday in June, unleſs 
the ſociety appoint a different day, the Miniſter 
ſhall be requeſted to read prayers, and to preacii 
a ſermon, at the expence of the ſociety; the 
pariſh-clerk to be allowed two ſhillings and 
ſixpence. 

Every member, who ſhall attend the ſaid meet - 
ing at dinner, and does not come into the club- 
room, at or before half-paſt ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, and walk in an orderly manner to and 
from church, two and two, according to ſenio- 
rity on the lift, and hear divine ſervice, unleſs 
prevented by ſickneſs, ſhall forfeit a ſhilling. * 

Each member, not receiving any benefit from 
the club, or otherwiſe excuſed by the articles, 
ſhall pay two ſhillings for dinner and liquor. 
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Whoever objects to what the preſident and ſtew- 
ards have provided, ſhall forfeit a ſhilling : Din- 
ner on the table at two o'clock. No victuals ſhall 
be ſent to any perſon, except to a ſick member ; 
and if any irregularities happen, ſuch as embez- 
zling the victuals or liquor, the member, who 
thus offends, ſhall be fined half-a-crown. The 
annual accounts, both in the receipt and expen- 
diture, being firſt examined and audited by the 
prefident and ſtewards, ſhall be laid on the table 
after dinner, for the inſpection of the members. 

XIX. Every member, within ten mules of the 
club-room, ſhall pay his ſubſcriptions and contri- 
butions every month, or forfeit threepence ; if 
they are not paid the ſecond month, he ſhall for- 
feit ſixpence; and if all fines and contributions 
are not paid at the next quarterly meeting, he ſhall 
forfeit a ſhilling. And it 1s agreed, that any 
member, within the ſaid diſtance, neglecting to 
pay them on the feaſt day, or on the monthly 
meeting before it, ſhall be excluded. But, if 
he ſhould afterwards come to the ſociety, and 
apologize for his repeated neglect, he ſhall, if he 
be in good health, be re-admitted, on his paying 
his arrears and the penalty, though he be ſuper- 
annuated ; and, after contributing twelve months 
more, ſhall again be entitled to all the advantages 
of other free members. 

XX. If any ſick member remove into the 
country for the benefit of his health, or if any 
member quit his place of reſidence, he ſhall, 
within a month, inform the preſident or clerk, 
where he 1s removed, or forfeit a ſhilling ; but, 
before his removal, he ſhall pay all his arrears 
to the fund. During ſickneſs, lameneſs, or 
blindneſs, he ſhall ſend a certificate, (poſt ' 
pay ſigned by the muniſter, CRT 
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and overſeers of the poor, or the majority of 
them, and by the phyſician, ſurgeon, or apo- 
thecary, if any attend him, ſtating his complaint, 
incloſed in a letter, according to the annexed 
form, and, from the date thereof, he ſhall be 
aid his allowance. 

If his refidence be more than three miles from 


the club- room, this atteſtation, if required, ſhall 


be renewed every month, or he ſhall derive no 
benefit from the fund. He ſhall alſo inform the 
ſociety, how the allowance 1s to be remitted to 
him.—If he remove fifty miles or upwards, he 
ſhall be allowed fix months to pay his contribu- 


tions, and, if under fifty and more than ten, he 


ſhall be allowed three months. If he fail in the 
payment of his ſubſcriptions, within the time 
limited, he ſhall be excluded. If a member die 
who refides more than three miles from the club- 
room, his heirs ſhall be entitled to the allowance 
which the articles ſpecify, but the members are 
not required to attend his funeral.—Any member 
defrauding, or attempting to defraud, the ſociety, 
by a falſe certificate, ſhall be expelled, 

XXI. No member ſhall receive any benefit 
from this fociety, till he has contributed to it 
for twelve months; after which, if by illneſs or 
accident he be rendered incapable of following 
his uſual occupation, he ſhall ſend a note to the 
preſident, in the form preſcribed, and he will 
then be entitled to eight ſhillings a week, from 
the date thereof. When the fund of the ſociety 
amounts to fix hundred pounds, and while it 
continues above that ſum, he ſhall receive nine 
ſhillings per week. But it is agreed, that all 


fines ſhall be firſt deducted out of his weekly al- 


lowance.—If his illneſs continue leſs than a week, 
he ſhall be paid at the rate of one ſhilling and 
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two-pence per day ; but if it be occaſioned by 
quarrelling, drunkenneſs, or any other diſor- 
derly or criminal conduct, he ſhall, during ſuch 
illneſs, derive no benefit from the club. 

Members, when recovered from their illneſs, 
ſhall give notice thereof to the preſident and 
ſtewards. 

In country villages, where the charadter and con- 
duct of every particular member are well known, and 
where impoſitions are eaſily detected, it, perhaps, 
might be adviſable to inſert ſuch a rule as this : 
Any member, when he is recovering from a 
* fit of illneſs, and incapable of earning as much 
as uſual, yet able and willing to do ſomething 
* towards his ſupport, ſhall have a weekly al- 
„ lowance, not exceeding four ſhillings, and not 
& for more than a month, at the diſcretion of the 
e preſident and ſtewards, who ſhall make report 
thereof at the quarterly meeting.“ 

XXII. A ſurgeon and apothecary ſhall be 
choſen by the ſociety, to attend the fick and 
lame members within three miles of the club- 
room, and a fixed ſalary ſhall be paid him for 
medicine and attendance, to defray which, each 
member ſhall contribute one ſhilling and ſix- 
pou to the fund, at the annual meeting.— 

f any fick or lame member prefer the aſſiſtance 

of any other medical perſon than the one ap- 
pointed by the ſociety, he ſhall pay the ex- 
pences of his illneſs himſelf, but ſhall not be 
deprived of the allowance from the club. 

Nothing can ſhew more ſtrikingly, that the public 
orten'ion bas not, hitherto, been ſufficiently directed 
to the encouragement of Friendly Societies, than the 
injudicious rules by which they are uſually regulated. 
1 do not entirely allude ty the ſtyle, in which their 

rules 
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rules areexpreſſed ; for, among the lower orders of man- 
kind, elegance of language is not to be expected. But 
ſurely, as health is an invaluable bleſſing to the poor, 
one would expect, that all Benefit-clubs would have 
been particularly anxious, that every jick member 
Gould be provided with proper medical aid. And yet, 
among all the rules of Friendly Societies which I have 
ſeen, I only recollef} one A Fad relating to this impor- 
tant obfect; though it is obvious, that amidſt the many 
accidents to which the poor are peculiarly expoſed, ſuch 
a rule ag is here propoſed, ſeems tobe eſſentially neceſſary. 
Indeed, a ſociety, inſtituted for nootherpurpoſethan that 
of paying for medical aſſiſtance would be of great utility. 
can, however, eaſily ſuppoſe, that, in ſome benefit-clubs, 
the funds will not admit of it. But among other benefi- 
cial effefts which the poor enjoy, by having medical ad- 
vice at their wn houſes, they are taught the advan- 
tages of cleanlineſs, and of well-ventilated rooms. 
They may alſo be recommended to the attention of the 
charitable and opulent in their neighbourhood, and 
thereby may receive thoſe neceſſaries and comfurts, 
which will eſſentially contribute to their recovery. 
XXIII. If any member ſhould be found beg- 
ging, or ſoliciting charity, while he receives be- 
nefit from the ſociety, and it can be proved by 


two credible witneſſes, he ſhall forfeit ten ſhil- 


lings and ſixpence. 
XXIV. If any member, during the time he re- 


cerves the benefit of the club, be found at work, 


or ſeen drunk, or gaming at any public houſe, he 
ſhall be expelled ; and if he be not at home, by 
four o'clock in winter, and ſeven in ſummer, he 
ſhall forſeit five ſhillings : and any member who 
knows the ſame, and does not mention 1t at the 
next meeting, ſhall forfeit five ſhillings. 

G 4 XXV. 
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XXV. Any member happening to be ill, before 
he be entitled to any allowance, ſhall not be re- 
quired to contribute his uſual payments, during 
ſickneſs or incapacity to work; nor ſhall he be 
fined for not ſerving any office. In all ſuch caſes, 


he ſhall be conſidered as an object, claiming the 


commiſeration of every individual in the ſociety. 
XXVI. If a member, on the night of his admiſ- 


Hon, chooſe to pay one year's contribution to the 


fund, 1n addition to his entrance-money, &c. he 
ſhall be entitled to, and enjoy, the privileges of 
other free members. 

XXVII. At the anniverſary meeting, on the en- 
trance of the preſident, &c. into office, and on the 
admiſſion of new members, the articles ſhall be 
read publicly by the clerk. The new member ſhall 
then ſubſcribe them ; and the annexed declaration 
ſhall be made in the preſence of the ſociety. 

XXVIII. It is agreed, that none ſhall be ad- 
mitted, whoſe occupations are peculiarly prejudi- 
cial to health, or expoſed to unuſual caſualties, 
ſuch as painters, miners, braſs-founders, workers 
in white lead, ſoldiers, and ſailors; and whoever 
ſhall belong to any of theſe profeſſions ſhall be 
excluded. 

XXIX. If any member voluntarily enliſt into 
the army or navy, or be in any way employed in 
the ſea-ſervice, or if he quit the kingdom of Great 
Britain for more than three months, he ſhall be 
excluded. But, if he ſhould be impreſſed, he 
ſhall be exempted from any farther payments to 
the fund till he be diſcharged; and then, if he 
be free from lameneſs and diſeaſe, he ſhall be en- 
titled to the ſame privileges as before, on paying 
his next ſubſcription, within three. months after 
his diſcharge. , 
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If he be wounded or diſabled in his Majeſty's: 
ſervice, the allowance, which he had received at 
different times from the fund, during illneſs, ſhall 
be deducted from his monthly contributions; and 
the balance, if any, ſhall be paid to him; and 
he ſhall be excluded. 

XXX. If any member, or members, ſhall be 
drawn for the militia, the money for paying a 
ſubſtitute, or ſubſtitutes, ſhall be advanced from 
the fund; and every member of this ſociety, who 
was liable to be drawn, ſhall pay by inſtalments 
ſixpence a month, till the whole be repaid. 

XXXI. If any member be arreſted or impriſon- 
ed for debt, he ſhall be exempted from all pay- 
ments, but ſhall not receive any benefit from the 
fund during his confinement. When he is diſ- 
charged, he ſhall not be called on to pay arrears; 


and if he die in priſon, the ſame allowance ſhall 


be given as to others; the members, however, ſhall 
not be obliged to attend his funeral. But, if he 
be caſt into priſon, and convicted of felony, or 
of any fraudulent or- diſhoneſt tranſaction, he 
ſhall be excluded from any benefit which other- 
wiſe might have accrued to him from the ſociety. 
- XXXII. The landlord ſhallaccommodate the ſo- 
ciety with a club-room, and ſhall provide pens, 
ink, fire, and candles. He ſhall allo give ſecu- 
rity for the box, and for any other property 
with which he ſhall be entruſted. At every quar- 
terly meeting, there ſhall be depofited in his 
hands the ſum of five pounds, to enable the pre- 
fident and ſtewards to pay the weekly allowance 
to ſick members. 

When the ſtock ſhall amount to a larger ſum 
than the immediate exigences of the ſociety 


may require, it ſhall be placed out at intereſt on 
landed 
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landed ſecurity, or in ſome of the public funds, 
and veſted in the names of ſome neighbouring 

entlemen, choſen by the majority of members, 
in truſt for the ſociety ; and ſuch truſtees ſhall 
give ſecurity for the faithful appropriation, both 
of principal and intereſt, to the purpoſes of the 
ſociety. : 

That Friendly Societies ſhould be jealous of any in- 

terference, in the management of their own property, 
is mot to be wondered at. This jealouſy, however, 
bas been carried to ſuch an exceſs, as to have proved 
fatal to ſome of them. Apprebenſive that a law 
might be enacted, which would either affect them, or 
their property, ſome ſocieties have preferred private 
ſecurity, and entruſted their money into the hands of 
perſons, where it became inſecure ; and others, elated 
with the idea of having a club-eflate, have made 
ſuch impolitic purchaſes of land, or of houſes, that 
the fick members could not recerve that relief which 
the articles had preſcribed. he above rule is intend- 
ed to prevent any diſappointment of this ſort. 

XXXIII. When the fund of this ſociety ſhall 
amount to upwards of two hundred pounds, the 
ſum of ſix pounds may be lent to any member who 
has contributed for five years, to help him to pur- 
chaſe a cow; on condition, that he give a promiſ- 
ſory note, ſigned by himſelf and two houſekeep- 
ers, to be approved of by the preſident and ſtew- 
ards, for the repayment of the ſaid ſum, with in- 
tereſt, by inſtalments, of at leaſt five ſhillings per 
month. | 

XXXIV. If any member leave money with the 
landlord, to pay his contributions, and they are 
not paid, at the next meeting of the ſociety, the 
Jandlord ſhall be fined ſixpence; or, if any mem- 

ber receive money of another member, and he 


neglect 
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neglect to give it to the ſtewards, the ſame penal- 
ty ſhall be incurred, If a member ſhould be ex- 
cluded by any ſuch omiſſion, he ſhall be re-ad- 
mitted. 

XXXV. The ſociety ſhall not be removed from 
the place where it is now held without caule, 
judged to be ſufficient by a majority of members 
ſummoned for that purpoſe ; and if any member 
propoſe the removal of the ſociety, without aſ- 
ſigning a ſufficient reaſon, he ſhall pay five ſhil- 


lings. 

XXXV1. It is agreed, that this ſociety ſhall not 
be diſſolved ſo long as any three members are 
willing to ſupport it: and any member, propo- 
ſing to break up the ſociety, or to divide the mo- 
ney, ſhall be expelled. 

XXXVII. If any fick or diſabled member have 
received a weekly allowance for twelve ſucceſſive 
months, without intermiſfion, his allowance ſhall 
be reduced to four fhillings per week ; but, if 
blind, or he be totally confined to his bed, he 
ſhall continue to receive his full pay of eight ſhil- 
lings per week.—lf he recover his health, and be 
able to follow his uſual occupation, he ſhall pay 
the ſame contributions as other members. —If it 
be proved, that he earns, on an average, five 
ſhillings a-week, he ſhall be excluded; and, if any 
member be reduced to half-pay, each member, 
while the fund 1s under two hundred pounds, 
ſhall contribute to it twopence per month extra- 
ordinary. 

XXXVIII. If any member be ſuſpected to im- 
poſe on the ſociety, by feigning lameneſs or ſick- 
neſs, the preſident and ſtewards ſhall be empow- 
ered to call in a phyſician, ſurgeon, or apothe- 
Eary, to examine him; and if, in the 3 
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of the phyſician, ſurgeon, or apothecary, it ap- 


pears to be a fraud and impoſition on the ſociety, 


he ſhall be tried by a Committee, according to 
the forty-ſeventh article. If he refuſe to be ex- 


amined, he ſhall be deemed guilty, and expelled: 


the expence of examination to be paid out of 
the fund. And if any ſick member ſend notice, 


that he 1s able to reſume his uſual bufineſs, with 
a view to evade the reduction of the weekly al- 
lowance, he not being recovered from the infir- 
mity with which he was afflicted, ſuch member, 
on the evidence of a phyſician, ſurgeon, or apo- 


thecary, ſhall be deemed an impoſtor, and tried 


by a committee; and their determination ſhall be 


final. 


XXXIX. If a free member remove more than 


twenty miles from the pariſh where the club is 


kept, and find a Friendly Society eſtabliſhed in 
the neighbourhood where he 1s ſettled willing to 
admit him, the allowance, which he had received 
at different times from the fund during illneſs, 
ſhall be deducted from his monthly contributions; 
and the balance, if any, ſhall be returned to him, 
if he choole it, on the preſident's receiving from 
the clerk of ſuch ſociety an intimation that they 
will allow him to become a member. 

Were Friendly Societies to become general, Dr, 


Price, in his Appendix to his ſecond volume on Rever- 
Sionary Payments, has formed ſome uſcful tables, Jhew- 


ing the ſums payable to members at removals, in pro- 


portion 10 their age and contributions. 


XL. It is hereby enjoined, that members at the 
club ſhall always behave with decency and civi- 


lity to each other; and particularly to the preſi- 


dent, ſtewards, clerk, and afliſtants, ſhewin 
proper reſpect to their offices; or they ſhall for- 
feit twopence. 

LXI. 
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XLI. Every member, on his coming into the 
club-room, foal take his ſeat, and not walk about 
the room, or make a noiſe, or fit before the fire; 
to the inconvenience of other members. Who- 
ever refuſes to take his ſeat, when ordered by the 
prefident, ſtewards, aſſiſtants, or clerk, ſhall 
pay threepence for the firſt offence, fixpence for 
the ſecond, a ſhilling for the third, and half a 
crown for the fourth. 

XLII. With a view to promote peace and good 
manners at all our meetings, and to guard againſt 
diſſenſions and immoral conduct, it is agreed 
that, if any member come into the room where 
the ſociety meets, and ſhall curſe, ſwear, or utter 
any profane or abuſive language, or ſhall offer to 
lay wagers, or promote gaming; if he be intox- 
icated, or raiſe any quarrel, or challenge another 
to work, or depreciate his knowledge of his bu- 
ſineſs; for every ſuch offence, he ſhall forfeit 
fixpence : and if any of the officers be guilty of 
any of theſe offences, they ſhall pay a ſhilling. 

XLIII. To prevent confuſion, it is alſo agreed, 
that, during any debate, only one perſon ſhall be 
permitted to ſpeak at a time; and he ſhall ad- 
dreſs himſelf to the preſident. If any two or 
more endeavour to ſpeak, the pgefident ſhall de- 
termine who is to be heard firſt; and whoever in- 
terrupts the ſpeaker thal] forfeit fix pence.—Any 
member refuſing to keep filence, when enjoined 
by the prefident, ſhall forfeit a ſhilling. 

XLIV. If any member be guilty of uttering or 
promoting any ſeditious language in the club- 
room, on the evidence of two witnefles, he ſhall 
be fined ten ſhillings and fixpence, to be paid at 
the next meeting. 
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XLV. It is agreed, that every ſubject of con- 


verſation, having a tendency to create diſſenſions 
in the ſociety, or to be ſubverſive of harmony and 
good order, ſhall be carefully avoided. Any 
member, therefore, who enters into religious or 
political diſputes with his neighbour, ſhall forfeit, 
for the firſt offence, ſixpence for the ſecond of- 
fence, in the ſame evening, a ſhilling; if he ſtill 
endeavour to diſturb the harmony and good hu- 
mour of the ſociety, he ſhall pay, for the third of- 
fence, half-a- crown; and, for the fourth offence, 
he ſhall be excluded. 

XLVI. It is farther agreed, that none ſhall or- 
der ſilence, but the officers or clerk ; and if any 
member call for liquor or tobacco, without leave 
of the preſident or aſſiſtants, he ſhall pay for it 
himſelf, and forfeit fixpence. No more ale, beer, 
or any ſpirituous liquor whatever, ſhall be drank 
or called for, than the fifteenth article preſcribes. 
If any be ordered, the aſſiſtants ſhall pay for it out 
of their own pockets. 

By theſe rules, thus enforced, the chief objections 
that can be urged again/t Friendly Societies are remo- 
ved : when properly regulated and condutled, they 
neither promote intemperance, nor encourage political 
debates. 

XLVII. As it will be difficult, if not impoſſible, 
by any general rules, to meet every caſe that may 
occur, it is hereby agreed, that, if any diſpute 
ariſe, which cannot be determined by the articles, 
it ſha!! be ſubmitted, at the quarterly meeting, to 
the arbitration of a Committee. To guard againſt 
ſecret animoſities, the committee ſhall always vote 


by ballot, and ſhall conſiſt of eleven members *; 


* TheaR, which paſſed in 1793, for the encouragement 
of Friendly Societies, requires that eleven, at leait, ſhaii cons 
ftitute a Committee. 
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ſix choſen by the ſociety who are not in office, 


four by the ſtewards and affiſtants, each nomina- 


ting one, and the preſident of the ſociety for the 
time, in virtue of his office. If any member 
think himſelf aggrieved by their verdict, he may 
appeal to the next quarterly meeting, when ano- 
ther committee ſhall be choſen; but, if the de- 
ciſion of the former committee be then confirmed, 
the member or members, thus convicted, ſhall 
pay double the award. | 

All honorary members, who annually ſubſcribe 
one guinea or upwards, and who happen to be in 
the club-room, ſhall be on committees; and pre- 
vious notice ſhall be ſent to them, by the clerk, of 
the buſineſs to be taken into conſideration. 

In adjuſting differences, it will be particularly uſe= 
ful to have the advice of well-informed minds. 

XLVIII. A liſt of the honorary members ſhall 
be placed, from gratitude and reſpe&, in the 

club-room. 

XLIX. If the preſident or ſtewards embezzle 
any of the money, with which they are entruſted 
for the relief of ſick members, or for other pur- 
poſes, he or they, ſo offending, ſhall be expelled 
the ſociety, and proſecuted as the law directs. 


L. If the ſtewards colle& bad money, they ſhall . 


make it good ; and any member offering bad 
money to the ſtewards ſhall pay fixpence. 

LI. No part of the fund, raiſed by this ſociety, 
ſhall ever be laid out in the purchaſe of lottery 
tickets; and every member, who has had any 
ſhare in the lottery, or in any other game of 
chance, ſince he became a member of this club, 
ſhall pay a fine of ten ſhilling and fixpence. 

This article is highly neceſſary, as every ſpecies 0 
gambling proves ruinous to the comfort and morals of 


the 


am 


the poor, as well as of the rich; and is productive 
of idleneſs, poverty, domeſtic miſery, and inevitable 
ruin. 

LII. Any member upbraiding another for ha- 
ving received from the fund any benefit, to which 
he was entitled, ſhall, on the evidence of two 
witneſſes, forfeit a ſhilling ; and if he accuſe a 
member of a breach of any of the articles, and 
cannot prove his affertion, he ſhall alſo pay a 
ſhilling. "1 

LIII. If any of the ſociety, or the landlord, pay 
the arrears of any member, with a view to ſave 
him from expulſion, the clerk ſhall give the ear- 
lieſt notice thereof to the ſaid member; and, if he 
does not repay him, at or before the next meeting, 
the money ſhall be returned to the perſon who 
advanced it, and the member ſhall be expelled. 

Any member attending the ſociety, and not 
paying his contributions before he leave it, ſhall 
forfeit three-pence. 2 | 

LIV. It is agreed, that theſe rules ſhall be ob- 
ſerved by the members, while they continue in 
the club-room, even after the club-hours ; and 
whoever obſtructs the clerk, or any of the offi- 
cers, in ſettling their buſineſs, ſhall forfeit a ſhil- 
ling. 
rv. The prefident, ſtewards, and clerk, when 
they reſign their reſpective offices, ſhall give u 
the money, books, and accounts, to their ſucceſ- 
ſors; if there be any deficiencies, they ſhall be 
made good by them. 

LVI. To promote theſe our benevolent inten- 
tions towards each other, and to prevent the box 
from ever being ſhut againſt any ſick or diſabled 
member, it is agreed, that, if the fund of this 


ſociety ſhould be reduced, at any future period, 
to 


1 
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to a hundred pounds or under, each member, 
not indiſpoſed, ſhall contribute two- pence extra- 
ordinary a week towards the ſupport of the club. 
So that the ſum of eight ſhillings per week ſhall 
not be withheld from ſuch fick, lame, or blind 
members, as are entitled to receive the ſame ; nor 
is the money, for the payment of funeral-expen- 
ces, ever to be diſcontinued. 

LVII. The wife of a free member, having more 
than two children, under fourteen years of age, 
ſhall be entitled to ten ſhillings and fixpence from 
the ſociety every time ſhe lies-in, on producing a 
certificate of their marriage; and every free mem- 
ber, having a wife and two or more children 
whom he ſupports, ſhall, on the death of every 
child, receive ten ſhillings and fixpence towards 
the funeral-expences. And in ſuch caſes each 
member {hall pay two-pence extra at the next 
monthly meeting. 

This rule is made with a view to meet contingent 
expences. The contributions of individuals ſhould be 
proportionable 10 ihe number of the members. 
IVIII. If any member, being fick or lame, 
wiſh to be admitted into an hoſpital, the preſident 
and ſtewards ſhall depoſit whatever ſum may be 
requiſite for his admiſſion; and the money, ſo 
advanced, ſhall be returned to the ſociety by the 
ſick or lame member when he is diſcharged, or he 
ſhall forfeit double the ſum. 

And it is agreed, that a free member ſhall be 
allowed fix ſhillings for himſelf and famuly, while 
he is in the hoſpital; and, if he ſhould die there, 
the ſtewards ſhall ſee that he be decently interred : 
any neceſſary expences, incurred by the ſtewards, 
to be deducted from the allowance due to his 
repreſentatives. 
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LIX. The prefident and ſtewards ſhall not be 
entitled to any compenſation from the ſociety for 
any trouble, or loſs of time, they may ſuſtain in 
the diſcharge of the duties of their office; but all 
neceflary expences ſhall be repaid them every 
month. And, if any diſpute ſhall ariſe in ſettling 
this allowance, it ſhall be decided by a Commit- 
tee, choſen according to the forty-ſeventh article. 

LX. If any member of this ſociety ſhall be 
inoculated for the ſmall-pox, or ſhall catch the 
infection 1n the natural way, he ſhall receive the 
uſual allowance, while he is afflicted with it; but, 
if he die in conſequence, only two pounds ſhall 
be given by the fociety towards defraying the ex- 
pences of his funeral, each member to contribute 
nine-pence. And it is agreed, that all members, 
who have not had the ſmall-pox themſelves, or 
who have families of young children, ſhall not be 
obliged to attend. If the child of a member be 
inoculated, and it ſhould die, there ſhall be an 
allowance made of five ſhillings towards the fu- 
neral ; but, if the child take the infection natural- 
ly, no allowance ſhall be given. 

This is offered as a means of encouraging inocula- 
tion aming the lower orders. 

LXI. While the fund of the ſociety amounts to 
two hundred pounds, any member, upwards of 
ſeventy years of age, ſhall receive an annuity of 
three ſhillings per week; and upwards of ſeventy- 
five, of four ſhillings per week, with the privi- 
lege of earning what he can for his further ſup- 
port; the members contributing two-pence 2 
month to the fund. 

LXII. On the death of a member, or of a 
free member's wife, it ſhall be' the duty of the 
preſident and ſtewards to ſee, that the corpſe be 
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interred in a decent manner, and that a ſufficient 
ſum, out of the money allowed by the ſociety, 
be appropriated to the payment of the funeral-ex- 
pences.— The miniſter ſhall have the earlieſt no- 
tice of the death of every member, and ſhall be 
requeſted to preach a ſermon, for which he ſhall 
be paid by the ſociety *. 

When any member dies, the ſociety ſhall meet, 
at the time appointed, at the club-room, or at 
the neareſt 4 moſt convenient public-houſe, 
as the preſident ſhall direct, to proceed from 
thence to the houſe where the deceaſed lieth, to 
attend the funeral to the grave. Each member 
is to provide himſelf with hatband and gloves, at 
his own expence.— The clerk ſhall write out a 
liſt for the 3 and aſſiſtants, who ſhall give 
the earlieſt notice to each member of the time 
and place of meeting; and whoever neglects to 
attend, unleſs he be indiſpoſed, or reſides up- 
wards of four miles from the ſpot, ſhall forfeit 
two ſhillings and fixpence. 

At every funeral, the members are to ſpend 
threepence each, at the houſe where they meet. 
But it is agreed, that, when a member dies of a 
putrid fever, only the bearers ſhall be required 
to attend: and no ſermon ſhall be preached. 

This is intended to prevent infectious diſorders 
from ſpreading. | 


* In ſome ſocieties, only the officers, and about fix mem» 
bers, who take it in rotation, attend funerals. But it may be 
here obſerved, that, as theſe funerals are generally in the even- 
ing, they do not interrupt the uſual occupations of the mem- 
bers. And, when the ſocieties deſire (as they do at Sunbnry), 


that a ſermon may be preached, the miniſter will hardly re- 


fuſe, for many go to church on theſe occaſions who are irre: 
gular in their attendance at other times; and he bas an op- 
por tunity of directing their attention to ſome awful and mos 
mentous topic, when the mind is more than uſually opeu to 
receive ſerious impreſſions, 
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LXIH. It is agreed, that the fix youngeſt 
members on the roll of the ſociety ſhall carry 
the corpſe of a deceaſed member to the place of 


interment ; whoever refuſes, if he be not on the 


fick liſt, ſhall pay two ſhillings and fixpence. 
LXIV. And it is further agreed, that, if a 
member die before he has ſubſcribed twelve 
months to the fund, two pounds ſhall be allowed 
towards his funeral-expences; ; each member con- 
tributing nine-pence to the box at the next meet- 
ing. And, at the deceaſe of a free member, five 
pounds ſhall be paid to his widow, children, or 


repreſentative, on the next club-night after the 


funeral; or two pounds before, if required, to 
defray the expences; and every member ſhall pay 
one ſhilling and ſixpence to the fund at or be- 
fore the next quarterly meeting. 

LXV. At the death of a free member's wiſe, 
he ſhall receive two pounds to defray the funeral- 
expences, and each member ſhall contribute nine- 
pence to the fund ; but this allowance ſhall not 
be paid by the ſociety to any individual more 
than once. 

LXVI. When any member's wife les a 
certificate of their marriage ſhall be produced 
before any money be paid by the prefident and 
ſtewards towards the funeral-expences. 

Where a ſociety is principally inſtituted for the benefit 
of widows, it would be proper to make a rule to this 
effet: If the widow of any member ſhall live a 
« prof gate life, er ſball have an ill-gitimate child, 
& ſhe ſhall be excluded from every future benefit of 
this ſociety.” 

LXVII. When a member has been bur- 
denſome to the ſocicty by long illneſs, and has 
received more money from the fund than he ever 

contributed 
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contributed to it, only two pounds ſhall be al- 
lowed towards his funeral; and each member 
ſhall pay nine-pence. 


The large ſums, which are generally paid on the 
death of members, and of members wives, ſeem to 


drain the funds of Friendly Societies 100 much, 


LXVIII. If any member commit ſelf-merder, 


the other members ſhall not be required to attend 
his funeral ; and only one pound ſhall be given 
towards the expences.—And, if a member ſhould 


happen to die in a pariſh work-houſe, no money 


ſhall be paid by the ſociety to defray his funeral- 
expences. 

LXIX. It is here agreed, that all fines and 
forfeits ſhall be put into the box. 

LXX. It is alſo agreed, that theſe Rules 
ſhall be exhibited at the next general quarter- 
ſeſſions of the county, to be examined, allowed, 
and confirmed, by the juſtices, according to the 
proviſions of the Act of Parliament, paſſed for 
the relief and encouragement of Friendly Socie- 
ties, in order to be entitled to that ſecurity 
and thoſe advantages held out to us by the Le- 
giſlature “. 


* 33 Geo. III. chap. 54. 

One advantage, ariſing from having the rules confirmed, and 
depoſited with the clerk ot the peace, is, that, if any pet ſon, in- 
truſted with any property belonging to the ſociety, ſhall be- 
come a bankrupt, or inſolvent, the money due to the ſociety 
ſhall be paid before any other debts.—Befides this, if the truſ- 


tees or officers refuſe to deliver their accounts, and to pay. 


the balance to the ſoc icty, application may be made to the Court 
of Chancery, where, by the terms of the act, no tee ſhall be 
taken, Bonds are not chargeable with any ſtamp-duty. And 
no fee is allowed to the clerk of the peace tor regiſtering the 
rules, 
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- LXXI. Every member ſhall purchaſe a printed 
copy of theſe articles, for which he ſhall pay a 
ſhilling. 

LXXII. Whoever refuſes to pay the forfeits, 
which the foregoing rules impoſe, or will not 
comply with the laws and regulations of the 
ſociety, ſhall be expelled. 

LXXIII. The ſociety, whenever three-fourths 
of the members ſhall deem it neceſſary, ſhall 
alter, amend, or repeal, any of theſe rules. 
But no rule, order, or regulation, ſhall be al- 
tered, reſcinded, or repealed, unleſs at a general 
meeting of the ſociety, convened by public no- 
tice, in writing, ſigned by the clerk, in purſuance 
of a requiſition for that purpoſe by three-fourths 
of the members then preſent, and publicly read 
at the two monthly meetings to be held next be- 
fore the quarterly meeting for ſuch alteration or 
repeal, —unleſs a Committee ſhall have been no- 
minated for-that purpoſe, in which caſe the Com- 
mittee ſhall be convened in like. manner, with the 
concurrence and approbation of three-fourths of 
the members then preſent, or by the ſame pro- 
portion of the Committee ; and ſuch alteration or 
repeal ſhall be ſubject to the review of the juſ- 
tices at the quarter- ſeſſions, and ſhall be filed 
with the rolls of the ſeſſions: provided, how- 
ever, that no alteration ſhall be made, which 
tends to diſſolve the ſociety, and affects the 
thirty-ſixth article. 

LXXIV. If it ſhould be thought requiſite, at 
any time, to make any additional article, before 
it ſhall be valid, it ſhall firſt be propoſed at a 
public meeting, and, if approved of by a ma- 
jority of the members then preſent, a copy of 
the article ſhall be written by the clerk, and 

given 
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given to the ſtewards and aſſiſtants to be ſent by 
them to all the members, that they may have 
time to conſider the propriety of admitting or 
rejecting it. And if, at the next quarterly meet- 
ing, the ſaid article be ratified and approved of 
by a majority of the members then preſent, it 
ſhall be entered by the clerk among the other 
articles and regulations of the ſociety ; and as 
ſoon as confirmed by the juſtices become bind- 
ing on the members. 

LXXV. In concluſion, it is earneſtly recom- 
mended to all the members of this ſociety, to 
lead a life of piety and virtue, to cultivate a be- 
nevolent intercourſe with each other, and faith- 
fully to obſerve the rules that are here eſta- 
bliſhed. 

THEsE RULES, with the following forms, 
were this day agreed on by the unanimous con- 
ſent of the members. In witneſs whereof we 
have hereunto ſubſcribed our names. 
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Forms and Certificates to be obſerved: 


iſt. A certificate of age, to be required of 
every perſon at the time of his admiſſion; and, 
2dly, of character, from his employer, or from 
two reſpectable inhabitants of the pariſh where 
he reſides, in the following manner: 


This is to certify, from our own perſonal 
*© knowledge of the life and behaviour of 
cc that he is ſober, honeſt, healthy, peaceable, and 
5 induſtrious.” 


Notice to be ſent by the clerk, when any perſon is 
Propoſed to be a member : 


Jou are deſired to attend at the next quar- 
ce terly meeting, as — (here mention his 
2 name, occupation, and place of reſidence,) is 


propoſed to be a member of our ſociety, and 
* will then be ballotted for.“ 


Form of notice to be ſent io the preſident by a fick 
member : 


«© hereby declare, that I am ſo much indiſ- 
© poled, that I am incapable of following my 
*© uſual employment.” 


(the date) (ſigned). 


Form 


= 


Farm of a certificate from a diſtant member claim- 
ing relief : 


4 hereby declare, that I am ſo much indiſ- 
„ poſed, (here mention the complaint,) that 1 
am incapahle of working at my uſual occu- 

„ pation.” (ſigned). 
* We whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed be- 

6 lieve the above to be true. 
«© Miniſter, Church-warden, Overſeer. 
„ Phyſician, Surgeon, Apothecary.” 

(the date) 


Notice to the pręſident from a member who bas 
been ill : 


J hereby inform you, that I am now ſo far 
* recovered as to be able to be employed in my 
*« uſual buſineſs.” 

(the date) (figned). 

N. B. If a member cannot write, a verbal no- 
tice ſhall be ſufficient. 


Form of a cerlificate to be ſent, on the death of a 
diſtant member, or his wife : 


* This is to certify, that 
(here 1nfert the date). - 
© Miniſter.” 


died on the 


The preſident's declaration at the time of his admiſ-- 
fron into office « 


J] ſolemnly declare and promiſe, that J will 
e faithfully execute the office of preſident, and 
© with the utmoſt impartiality will diſcharge the 

«* truſt 
2 
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© truſt repoſed 1 in me, according to the articles, 


in managing the funds, and conducting the 
* buſineſs of this ſociety.” 


The fteward's declaration: 


& I ſolemnly declare and promiſe, that I will 
cc faithfully execute the office of ſteward, and 
© will, to the beſt of my ability, diſcharge the 
< truſt repoſed in me, according to the rules of 
ce this ſociety.” 


The aſfſiſtant's declaration: 


6 T ſolemnly declare and promiſe, that I will 
© endeavour to detect any member, who behaves 
* contrary to the articles, and will impartially 
os * diſtribute the liquor committed to my care. 


Se clerk's declaration: 


e I ſolemnly declare and promiſe, that T will 
e faithfully execute the office of clerk, and will 
keep the books and accompts of this ſociety, with 
** as great accuracy and impartiality as I am able.” 


Declaration to be made by every member, on ad- 
mi ſſion into the ſociety : 


% ſolemnly declare, that J am not, to the 
„ beſt of my knowledge, above the age of 
cc „nor under the age of eighteen that 
„I am in good health, and have not any concealed 
5 diſtemper or infirmity ;—that I will endeavour, 
* at all times, to promote the peace and pro- 
* ſperity, and conform to the rules and orders, 
of this ſociety and, if I ſhould be _— 

cc 


(S, 


J will reſign my claim to any property belong- 
ing to this club. 

* And I further promiſe, that I will not apply 
for relief, except in caſes of ſickneſs, accident, 
5 inability to work, or old age; and, if I ſhould 
© be obliged to have recourſe to the funds of this 
& ſociety for ſupport, I will uſe every means in or 
power to recover my health, and, as ſoon as 
am capable of reſuming my uſual buſineſs, will 
© immediately inform the preſident and ſtew- 
66-2008. - | | 


Declaration to be made by members incapacitated 
by fickneſs or age: 


* I ſolemnly declare, that I am incapable, 
by honeſt means, of earning five ſhillings a 
„ week; and I hereby promiſe that, as ſoon as 
my health will permit, I will inform the preſi- 
„ dent and ſtewards, and, when able to follow 
* my uſual occupation, will not apply for any 
further relief from the funds of the ſociety.” 


__ 
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T will be only neceſſary to add, that theſe 
rules, which are deſigned for the general ſtate 
of labourers, may be eaſily varied, ſo as to be 
accommodated to the particular circumſtances 
and local fituation of any rank in ſociety. The 
tradeſman, the artiſt, and the manufacturer, 
whoſe earnings are conſiderably greater, may aug- 
ment their payments into the fund, and thereby 
be entitled to a proportionable increaſe of allow- 
ance. But for further particulars of plans, for 
enabling farmers, mechanics, and tradeſmen, as 
well as the labouring poor, to ſecure a comforta- 
ble ſupport for themſelves, in ſickneſs, and old 
age, proportioned to their weekly or quarterly 
contributions, the reader is referred to two valu- 
able works; to Dr. Price's Treatiſe on Reverſion- 
ary Payments, the 5th edition; and to Mr. Baron 
Mazeres, on the Doctrine of Life-Annuities. If 
Friendly Societies ſhould ever be eſtabliſhed in 
every pariſh by voluntary aſſociations, their ta- 
bles would be found to be of the greateſt utility 
and importance. 


INDEX. 


INDEX TO THE RULES. 


I. Number of members—Times and place of 
meeting—Precaution to Friendly Societies. 

II. Weekly earnings of perſons, wiſhing to be- 
come members. 

III. Forms of admiſſion Certificate of age 
Atteſtation of character Name, occupation, and 
place of reſidence, publicly exhibited Notice of 
the time of election. 

IV. Manner of chooſing members Number of 
votes, ſtate of health, and age, for admiſſion 
Penalty for producing falſe Lertificate of age, or 
of character Ditto, for concealing infirmities— 
Members privy to ſuch frauds—Terms of admiſ- 
ſion. | 
V. Officers of the ſociety :—Time and manner 
of their election, and their duration in office 
Their fines for not ſerving—W ho are exempted, 
and on what condition. 

VI. Prefident, his office and duty. 

VII. Stewards :—Their duty to receive contri- 
butions, viſit fick members, pay weekly allow- 
ance, &c,—Penalty for neglect. 

VIII. Clerk, his duty and falary—Not to be 
. diſcharged without ſufficient reaſon. 

IX. Afiiſtants, their duty. 
X. Officers and clerk, their fine for abſence. 
XI. Who 
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XI. Who officiates, in caſe of their abſence, 
ulneſs, or death—Death, or reſignation of the 
clerk. 

XII. Box to be provided—Books and other pro- 
perty depoſited in it—Who ſhall be entruſted 
with a key—Officers to ſee the property of the 
ſociety ſecured Penalty for neglect. 

XIII. Who may be admitted into the club- 
room. 

XIV. Members, not to belong to another bene- 
ficial ſociety— Their allowance in ſickneſs, pro- 
portioned to their contributions in health. 

XV. Monthly meetings Payments at ditto— 
Expences limited General tables for ſettling pay- 
ments and allowances, not always correct 
Reaſons aſſigned. 

XVI. Members to bring ſilver. 

XVII. Quarterly meetings, when held - Ac- 
counts audited. 

XVIII. Anniverſary meeting, when and how 
obſer ved Proceſſion to church, &c.—Contribu- 
tions to the dinner Victuals not to be ſent, ex- 
cept to fick members Irregularities puniſhed— 
Annual accounts laid before the ſociety. 

XIX. Members, within ten miles, to pay ſub- 
ſcriptions every {month—Fines for neglect Ar- 
rears to be paid, at or before the annual meet- 
ing On what condition a member, who has been 
excluded for neglect of payments, may be re- 
admitted. : 

XX. Members removing—During fickneſs, or 
lameneſs, to ſend certificates, properly atteſted 
Time allowed to diſtant members for payment of 
contributions — Diſtant members dying At- 
tempts to defraud the ſociety oy falſe certificates, 


how puniſhed, 
. XXI. How 
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XXI. How long a member muſt contribute to 
the fund before he be entitled to relief—Weekly 
allowance to ſick members When it may be in- 
creaſed—Arrears to be firſt deducted Member's 
illneſs, leſs than a week—llIneſs occaſioned by 
diſorderly or criminal conduct Members, when 
recovered, to give notice On the limited power 
of the preſident and ſtewards to give temporary 
relief to members recovering. 
XXII. Surgeon and apothecary to attend fick 
or lame members—How paid—Remark on the 
beneficial effects which the poor enjoy, by having 
medical aſſiſtance at their own houſes. 

XXIII. Sick members, not allowed to beg. 

XXIV. Ditto, found at work, ſeen intoxicated, 
gaming, or not at home at night, - the penalty. 

XXV. Sick members, not required to contri- 
bute, nor to ſerve any office. 

XXVI. Members paying a year's contribution 
on admiſſion, —their privileges. 

XXVII. Articles, when read and ſubſcribed 
Declaration to be made by the officers and new 
members, 

XXVIII. Perſons, whoſe occupations are pecu- 
liarly dangerous or unhealthy, not to be admit- 
ted—Members belonging to ſuch employments. 

XXIX. Members enliſting into the army or 
navy Ditto, impreſſed Ditto, wounded or diſ- 
abled in his Majeſty's ſervice. | 

XXX, Members drawn for the militia—Sub- 
ſtitutes, how provided. | 

XXXI. Members arreſted, or impriſoned for 
debt—Guilty of felony; or of any fraudulent 
tranſaction. 

XXXII. Landlord's duty—Sum depoſited in 
his hands—Money belonging to the ſociety, how 

| 1 , laid 
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lad out—Intereſt, how applied—Truſtees to be 
choſen, and ſecurity given—Cauſes which have 
proved fatal to ſome Friendly Societies, and pre- 
vented their fick members from receiving relief — 
Remedy ſuggeſted. 

XXXIII. Money, how and when lent to any 
member, for purchaſing a cow. 

XXIV. Landlord, or members, negletting to 
pay money 1ntruſted to them, &c. 

XXXV. Society not to be removed without 

reaſon. 

XXXVI. Society not to be diſſolved, nor the 
property divided Penalty for propoſing 8 

XXXVII. Allowance to members, after one 
year's illneſs without intermiſſion Ditto, when 
blind, or confined to bed Members recovered 
Earnings of members reduced to - half-pay—Con- 
tributions to the fund for ſuch members. | 

XXXVIII. Impoſitions, by feigning illneſs, 
how detected and puniſhed—Ditto, for evading 
the reduction of allowance—Members refuſing to 
be examined, &c. 

XXXIX. Diſtant members, wiſhing to be ad- 
mitted into another Friendly Society Sum pay- 
| able at removal Utility of Dr. Price's tables. 

XI. Behaviour to each other in the club-room, 

XLI. Members to keep their ſeats, &c. 
XIII. Not to utter profane or abuſive lan- 
guage—Members drunk—Wagers, gaming, or 
quarrelling, not allowed ; fines * ditto— Officers 

ilty of theſe offences. hs 

XLIII. Members, how to debate — Preſident's 

ower and duty in maintaining order Forfeit for 
interrupting the ſpeaker Ditto, for refuſing to 
be ſilent, when enjoined by the preſident. 

XLIV. Members uttering or promoting ſeditious 


language. 
XLV. Reli- 
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XLV. Religious or political diſputes, how 
puniſhed. 

XLVI. Who may order ſilence, or call for li- 
quor Further regulations to enforce ſobriety and 
good order Chief objections to Friendly Societies 
removed. 

XLVII. Diſputes, not determined by the arti- 
cles, how and when ſettled Committee, how 
choſen Of what number to conſiſt Manner of 
voting Members aggrieved, how to receive re- 
dreſs Honorary members on Committees. 

XLVIII. Lift of honorary members to be placed 
in the club-room. 

XLIX. Preſident and ſtewards, not to embezzle 
the property of the ſociety. | 

L. Stewards collecting, or members offering, 
bad money. 

LI. Money belonging to the ſociety, not to be 
laid out in lottery- tickets Members having a 
ſhare in lotteries—Remark on their baneful effects. 

LI. Members not to upbraid each other. | 

LIII. Money advanced to prevent the expulfion 
of a member Fine for attending meetings, and 
not paying contributions. 

LIV. Rules to be obſerved after club- hours 
Members obſtructing the clerk or officers in ſet- 
tling their buſineſs. 

LV. Officers, on reſignation, to give an account 
of money, &c. 

LVI. Extra contributions, when the ſtate of the 
fund renders them neceſſary. 

LVII. Allowance, in certain caſes, to free mem- 
bers wives, on their lying- in; and on the death of 
a child Contributions of members. 


LVIII. Sick or lame members, admitted into 


an hoſpital Money depoſited Weekly allow- 
ance Duty of ſtewards—Expences incurred. 
| I LIX. Officers, 
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LIX. Officers, not entitled to any compenſation 
for trouble, or loſs of time - Neceſſary expences 
allowed Diſputes ariſing from thence, how ſet- 
tled. 

LX. Members inoculated for the ſmall- po 
Catching the diſorder naturally; or dying Al- 
VDwance - Members, who have not had the ſmall- 
22x themſelves, or who have young children, not 
required to attend funerals Members dying of 
tac diſorder Children dying under inoculation. 

IXI. Members upward: of ſeventy years of age, 
tacir annuity and privileges Ditto, upwards of 
venty five Contributions of other members to 
the fund, 

LXI?. Duty of preſident and ſtewards at fune- 
1::13-— Members to attend—Notice of time and 
place of meeting—Porfeit for abſence—Expences 

—-Members dy: ing of a putrid fever, &c. 

LXIII. Who ſhall carry the corpſe of a deceaſed 
member Fine for refuſing. 

LXIV. Sums payable on the death of mem- 
bers—Allowance to widows and orphans, &c,— 
Contributions of other members. 

LXV. Allowance, on the death of a free mem- 
ber's wife—Not payable more than once—Con- 
tributions. 

LX VI. Certificate of marriage, when a mem-- 
ber's wite dies—Hiat to ſocieties, inſtituted for 
the benefit of widows. 

EX VII, Members burdenſome to the ſoctety, — 
the allowance, and contributions, towards their 
funerals. | 

LXVIIL Members committing aicide—Dying 
in a pariſh-workhouſe. 

LXIX. Forfeits to be put into the box. 

LXX. Rules to be exhibited at the Quarter-Seſ- 
fions—Adyantages ſtated. 
es LXXI. Copy 
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LXXI. Copy of the articles to be purchaſed by 


every member. 
| I. Members refuſing to pay forfeits, or to 
comply with the rules of the ſociety. 

LXXIII. The ſociety may alter or amend 
rules—No rule to be altered or reſcinded, unleſs 
at a general meeting, convened by public no- 
tice Forms to be obſerved, before ſuch alteration 
or repeal be binding—No alteration to be made, 
tending to diſſolve the ſociety. 

LXXIV. Additional articles, how and when pro- 
poſed and confirmed—Copy to be ſent to all the 
members. 

LXXV. Concluding exhortation, 


Forms and Certificates, &c, 


THE END, 


— = 


— 


— 


— 


% 232 


U 
- 


ERRATA, 


Page 29. line 19. for ar read far, 
99. 6. cad happen. 


